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Confifing of os LETTER 25 very jately pu- 
bliſhed. 


In Oppoſition whereto,is prov'd at ſome | gth, 


That all Scripture is equally of Divine ri * 


ginal; the Command for killing the Ama- 
{ekites,. and that for Abrabam offering up 
His 808, not excepted. The former vindica- 
ted from the Impeachment of Cruelty al- 
ledg d againſt it; and the latter from the 
Chaige of Unfitneſs; — all: Things conſider d 
in a very different Manner from Biſhop Til 
lotſon, or any other Treater on that Sub ject. 
His Notion of a Succeflion of Ideas 
in the Mind of the Deity confuted; with 


ſome Animadverſions on Erernity, and leye- 


ral other Things. | 3% nn 
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EIS TS, Who are glad 0. nod 


MDH, gainſt Revelation, with all the 

{ 85 J y Logic and Reaſoning they are 
TB; £7 Maſter of, endeavour to im- 
D W prove every colourable Pretext, 
into the Shew of an Argument: And every 


the leaſt Shadow of Reaſon a= .. 


Thing that prima facie looks like Reaſon, * 


they would have to paſs for invincible De- 
monſtration, next to mathematical. 

"Tis not Want of ſufficient Evidence in 
the Scriptures, that gives Occaſion to the 
- Deiſts Unbelief. The Eagerneſs they ſhew in 
laying hold of every _ leaſt Trifle, that 
| Men in other Caſes would be aſhamigd of : 
Their Keenneſs in proſecuting the leaſt Hint 

A 2 they 

74 9 


they think will any Ways make for their Pur- 
poſe; and their advancing Reaſonings, the 
Weakneſs whereof, they themſelves cannot 
but be conſcious of, do plainly ſhew they 
want to find Fault with Revelation at a- 
ny Rate: And, that the Cauſe of their Diſ- 
belief lies not in the Want of ſufficient Evi- 
dence, or Reaſon, but in ſomething that is 
worſe. If our Religion, like Machomet 's, al- 
lowed of the Gratification of ſenſual Appe- 
tites, would give a full Swing to our inordi- 
nate Paſſions and Affections, and lay the Reins 
upon the Neck of our vitious Luſts and In- 
clinations, ſhould give us to indulge our Plea- 
ſures in this Life, and reward us with Wine, 
Women and Hunting in the next, we ſhould 
not have ſo many Deiſt-diſſenters from our 
Religion, even tho Reaſon, which they pre- 
tend ſo great a Regard to, ſhould not be on 
their Side. We ſhould then have no bitter 
Complaints of this Thing being cruel, tother 
being unjuſt and unreaſonable, or the like. 
Men then find Fault with Religion, not that 
it is unreaſonable, unjuſt or cruel, or wants 
ſufficient Grounds of Belief; but becauſe it is 
* Religion; cauſe it binds them up from 
unlawful Pleaſures, and ſays to the Paſſions, 
Hitherto ſhall ye come, and no further. Any 
. | Body 


— 
83 „ 1 9 


+ Religion, a Religando, an Obligation to do. 


* 


. wa bf GB 


Crimes ; 3 doleful Scene of black and hor- | 


e eee 4 $5 HI 
en that's in the leaſt converſant in thei 


Writings, may ſee this ſhining through the 


Mask, and read it in every Argument; and, 


it they examine into their Life and Converſa- 
tion, 'twilt be a Probatum eſt, for their further 
Confirmation. 

Ip it ſhall be ſaid, That they don't diſclaim 


; Religion, tho' they do Revelation; and there- 


fore, what I have ſaid, can only affect Athieſts. 
TL anſwer, They are fo nearly allied, that it 


is hard to make the Diſtinction. As for real 


Athieſts, it will not be eaſy making me be- 
lieve there is any ſuch Thing. There are 
practical Athieſts L own: Alas! there are 
too many; but, a ſpeculative Arhieſt, one 


vVbo is firmly and conſtantly S e in his 


own Mind, that there is no God, is next to 
impoſſible. God has not left himſelf without 
a Witneſs, even in their Breaſts. They 
wiſh there was no God, and act as tho there 
was none, and would fain reaſon themſelves N 
out of it! The Hurry of Buſineſs may 
drown the Clamours of Conſcience,, and 


calmly huſh aſleep the Witneſs God has ſent. - 


Still his fierce Voice with Converſe 
throng, and wild Diſtraction of Affairs. 
Yet ftay, till when retir'd, and by themſelyes . 
withdrawn 
when 9 has full play,— brings upto 
their Remembrance Enormitics and 


rid 


from the buſy World, — 
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Th Maw 8 

- a Gloom, - — MM) ar Velighiies” falt 
bollowing at the Heels. —— How miſerably 
are they rack d and tortur d, even to Madneſs? 
— What is it that breaks their Quiet, and 
duns them in the Ear, — but, If therebe 4 
God? — Will a Chimæra terrifß and fright 
them, — and that which has no Being, drive 

them to their Wits End? Will Men boggle at 
their Shadow, and feel dreadful Effects of that 
which has no Cauſe? Tis impoſſible they 
ſhould. 
Tux n then is, Men ſpeak as they 
would have, and would fain perſwade them- 
ſelves it were ſo: For they know, if there 
be a God, they muſt be very miſerable; and 
Deiſts Know, if Reyelation be indeed the 

SE | Word of God, they muſt be ſo too: For, 
WM tho' they may pretend to natural Religion, as 
1 the Rule of their Actions, yet, ſince they 
have the Rule in their own Hand, let them 
alone to make their Actions and it quadrate ; : 
and ſo it appears from their Practice. 
Ir Men indeed, who denied Revelation, 
lived up to the Dictates of that Reaſon which 
they fo ſtrongly plead for, we might begin 
to ſuſpect them ſincere, and that it was their 
not being fully enough ſatisfied of the Reaſon- 
2 of Revelation, that made them reject 
But, when we ſee Men lewd, debauch' d, 

ſetifial, deviliſh, Libertines in Theory and. 
Pradtice; $ prophane, licentious, Loyers of Plea» 

A 3 „ 


nm,. » . 
Weng 2 


| 3 


ure, rather than Lovers of God, we cannot 
help thinking their, only Quarrel with Re- 
ligion, is, becauſe it condemns ſuch; and make 
Choice of Reaſon for their Rule, as being. 
* better natur'd; at leaſt, they can make her 
ſo, and . oblige her to ſtrike Sail to Pa 
Weugeis, Thou foals not commit. Adultery, 
ſtands in fair and legible Characters, ſo that 
Trucking here, no compounding upon any 

. Conſideration whatſoever ; they cannot make 
4 it knock under, as they do Reaſon; and this, 
to be ſure, is a Hardſhip upon them, poor 
Gentlemen. And therefore, they muſt have 
Recourſe to falſe pretended Reaſon, which, 
they may imagine, tells them, ꝶ That a Deſire 
for procreating our Species, was implanted in 
Man by God, — twiſted and interwoven in 
his very Nature, in order to preſerve Man- 
; kind upon the Earth, which would other- 
ways, have terminated in our firſt Parents; 
hereby Man would have been at an End, 
contrary to God's Intention. What then, 
Is there not all the Reaſon in the World, ſay 
they, we ſhould indulge this Paſſion, ſeeing 
we thereby anſwer God's Deſign of planting 
that Affection in our Conſtitution, which was 
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* Pey 1 + To ſhow hew People ma make my ; 
Thing appear to be Reaſon, — | 2-44 oY ay * 


EF 


8 Wal: d EY” 
Yep le the World? Would ever 85 He 
Man an Appetite, only that it might not be 
gratified ? for then he muſt have done it to 
make a 'May-Game of him. We might as 
well ſay, he had given Man the Appetites of 
Hunger and Thirſt, only to diſappoint them; 
and we know what would be the Conſe- 
quences, if any one ſhould try the Experiment. 
If it be lawful, nay more, my Duty, to eat 
and drink when I am hungry or thirſty, for 
the Suſtenance and Preſervation of my Body, 
and that too uncommon Things, if I happen 
to labour under a * Pica or Malacia, what 
ſhould hinder it being as lawful, and as much 
my Duty, to fatisfy my Inclination the other 
Ways eſpecially, if + furor: uterinus be my Caſe? 
Why may not I do it for the Conſervation of. | 
my Species? Cod never defign'd the one Paſ- | 
ſion ſhould be fruſtrated more than the other, Hy 
elſe Why did he give it, kince nibil facit 8 
natura' fruſtra. "4 
TRus you b People may argue them -| 
ſelves out of their Duty, by falſe Reaſoning ; | 
and may not only deceive others, but them- 
iclyes t too; . 3 but, when 1 ſee a h 5 
ded 


„ |. 2 


ES Fer” FETE! Y £4. PE Cor 3 "TTL LO SLIw oe ew a4 4 


* N 0 or Malacia is a Kind of Diſeaſe, whereby one Is 
firongly inclin'd to odd out of the way Food, ſuch as Coal- 
Cinders, &c. the not gratifying of which, has been found 
to have bad Conſequences. 

Aliud genus wot, A Diſeaſe, Sc. 


Jed or 8 * ſet 8 in 
i eaſily be deceived. One may reaſon wrong, 


and always do fo, when he does not make Uſe 
of the Aſſiſtance that is offer d him; hut I am 


not in ſo great a Hazard of reading * at 


leaſt it is my own Fault if J do. 


BE SI DES, by what has been ſaid, we 43 5 
the Motive the Theiſts have, in taking Reaſon 
for their Guide, and not Revelation, becauſe 


they can make the foriner any Thi ey like, 
but cannot do ſo by the latter. It is very eaſy 
to ſay all the plauſible Things, , fob, one Side 
of a Queſtion, and to xconcil all that might 


be offered on the other. When People want 


any Thing ſhould be ſo or ſo, they can eaſily 
make their Arguments conclude that Way. 
Let them but conſult their vitious Inclinations, 
and it ſhall be their Fault if they don't make 
them reaſonable; and this is the only Quarrel 
they have with Revelation, becauſe it is not 
0 complaiſant and obſequio 
'WHrzrEFORE, the! Abet and Deiſt a are 
not ſo very far different as People may imagine; 
they are only the ſame under different Ap- 
pearances, like the Moon, which is the. FM 
 - tho' ſhe have different Phaſes and Phœno- 
mena: They have the ſame Cauſe by the Hand, 
and the ſame Plea againſt Revelation; not be- 
cauſe, it is not Revelation, but becauſe it is 
e 5 B Tore 5 Keli- 


plain. ir oh ei ; 
| ligible Language, This is the Way, I cannot 


7 
. 
& * o . 


W 
" Religion. | They, drive the ſame Ends, namely, 
That they may have their full Swing, and be 
Libertines in K. as well's as in 8 
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al as _ i Divine Original 
tbe Command far killing the Amale- 


kites, and that for Abraham Hie up 
hs Don, nat excepted: 


HE Deiſts, who are 83 8 to : 
4 make a Handle of any Thing againſt 
revealed Religion, have, among other 
Things, taken Exception againſt the Command 
for killing the Amalek ites, and Abraham's offer- 
ang up his Son Iſaac; the former as being unjuſt 
and cruel, and the latter unfit in the Nature 
of the T hing. Their Argument proceeds upon 
theſe two Principles; the firſt is, That God, 
who is an infinitely good Being, can never en- 

join any Thing that is cruel. 24/y, That the 

© Fitneſs and Unfitneſs of Things — not depend 

upon the Will of God. Now, if they can 
prove, That the killing of the Amalekites was 
cruel, they gain their Point: For, from the firſt 
r laid down, God, who is an infinitely 
good Being, cannot command what is cruel, 
k. N if the Fitneſs and Unfitneſs of Things 
do not * upon the Will ef God, God's 
com- 


a Thing, will neyer, make it. fit, 


which p — to his Command, was unfit; 

and. ES if it be unfit for a Father to kill 
| his Son, God's commanding Abraham to do 
5 it, could not make it fit, ſeeing Fitneſs and 
5 Unfitneſs are independent on his Will. 
Iux 'other Day there fell into my Hands, 
4 an anonpmous Pamphlet, conſiſting of five 
; Letters, which pretends to ſolve the Objecti- 
Pp ons, but in ſuch a Manner, as is greatly to, 
| thc Diſadvantage of our moſt holy Religion, 

which ſhews the Author to be a 1 in Maſ- 


0 = querade. 1 
ſt (c THE. Jews, ſays he, (page 21. ) were 
r cc of a melancholly Diſpoſition, which, perhaps, 


| « made their Prophets miſtake, and take 
— 1 hings for Divine Revelations, which, were 
7} | « only the Effects of their national Diſtemper. 
re © Whether or no the Commiſſion which Samuel 


as Aa 


n gave to Saul +, for deſtroying the Amale- 
d, 8 « Kites, was of this Kind, I leave you fo jadge.” 

; © When we conſider how cruel a Thing it was, 
ie K utterly to deſtroy the Amalekites, Man and 
4 Woman, Infant and Suckling, Os and Sheep, 
= Camel and Aſs *, for no other Reaſon, but be- 
18 cauſe their Forefathers, Time out of Mind, had 
ſt laid wait for Jrael, as they came up out of 
y Egypt, which they had as little Hand 145 as | 
1. 8 en Saul or Samuel. 
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4. their Minds to whom they are pug Be 
cr fore a e 2 be perſwaded that he 
on, be will conſider whether 

| 3e perfect Uſe of his Reaſon, 
« at the Time when he ſuppoſed it was made. 
« Tf he s dreaming, in Drink, or under a 
„ melanchMly: Diſcompoſure of Mind; Ifay,in 
< any of theſe Caſes, he cannot depend upon 
« it, Nar is it at all to be ſuppoſed, that a 
“good and wile God, who requires, that all 

« Men ſhould follow the Dictates of their Rea- 
« ſon, will make Diſcoverics to them, when 
4 they want the Uſe of their Judgment.” 
«WHEN a Man is aſleep; when all his 

« Senſes, which are, as I may fay, the Ave- 
« nues of the Soul, are ſhut up, how does his 
Fancy rove? — 
"How eaſy then is it for a Man (P. 52.) to 
imagine he has a Revelation, when he has none, 
which ſeems to have been Abraham's Caſe; 
or elſe. he might, by God's Permiſſion, be 
tempted by the Devil to offer up his Son Iſaac. 
* 7 AGE 57. It is a common Obſervation, 

« „That Men are very apt to dream of thoſe 
« Things which moftly employ their Thoughts 
« when awake. Now, after the Lord dad 
« ſaid unto Abraham, Get thee out of thy 
* 2 — — 
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« thought « of it more than of any Thing be- 
cc fides, ——S0 it is no Surpriſe to me, to 
« find that he dream'd of it at N phe” 4 5.5 


- « PAGE 59. As no Man can diſcerm Res 5 


— IAT ER "Abraham recei ed this Pro — = - M 
« wiſe it is very natural to ſuppoſe; that he 


« yelations from Deluſions, when he is aſlcep, 15 ; 


« ſo, I believe, neither can he when he is 
* drunk. In this Condition he is void of Re- 
« fon; he is no Man, being as incapable of _ 
* acting the Part of a rational Na 7 as a 


4fgBrute. 

No Man can u ſis! that hs 155 A Re: 
« yelation made to him, when he is in a me- 
* * lancholly Diſpefition of Mind. Daily Ex- 


rience convinces us, what odd and unac- 
« countable Whims come into the Head off 
« thoſe who are affſicted with the Vapours, or 


* Hypochondriac melancholly.“ 


TRI x, were this the Caſe, Things ei 
be brought to a very fine Paſs, Revelation, a 
| Matter of the greateſt Moment, ſet at the 


greateſt Uncertainty that ever was heard of; 
And can there well be a greater Miſery? Why, 


really, were theſe to be the Conſequences of 
giving a Revelation, God had a thoùſand 
Times better never. pretended to give one. 

And ſhould we grant no bad Thing to follo -r; 
yet the very beſt that could be ſaid. of it, i; 25 
That it would be as good as none at all: For? 
if Famong ſeyeral Reyclations, all pretending 2 7 


< £2 


am 5 - 


4 ( 1 50 

28 n ould be SY 
and ſome true, and Wwe know not ,which, is 
which, or differ'd about it, would not that 
be preaiſely equal to having none? This. for 
ought I know, is a mere Dream, teh Ef- 
ſect of a EApochondria, or Diſorder. in the ani- 
mal Oeconomy; and we are obliged, andere; 
to a hearty Bottle for a third. 

Fraud calices quem non fecere diſe tum. 
P RA What am I to do in this Caſe? Which 
are the Diagnoſties whereby IL am to di- 
Ringuiſh between the ſpurious and genuine? 
Why, ſays he (P., 63.) Reaſon's to be my 
Judge, and I am {ts yield, or refuſe Obedience 
to the ( as it happens to be fit or 
unfit, and worthy of God to command, and 
us to obey. This would make bleſſed Work 
indeed. * we to be Judges of the Truth 
or Spuciouſneſs of Revelations, we would ſoon 
ind this or tother Revelation to be of Di- 
ine Original or not, according as it ſhould il 
— to favour or thwart our favourite 
Lufts heed Affections. Is a Mana Drunkard? i 
— all Places in holy Writ prohibiting 
that Sin, are unjuſt, unreaſonable, contradi- 
Qory, Ergo ſpurious. For why, God makes 
the Graſs to grow, and Herbs for the Ser- 
vice of Man, that he may bring forth Food 
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gf 
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« /al. civ. 5 


„ . 6 : 15 ) | 5 — 
out of the Earth, and Btead e "ml 
neth Man's Heart, and Oil to make his Pace. - 
to ſhine; and ' Fre" that maketh glad thie 
Heart of Man x. If that was the End of 
Wine; how can ever a Man be found culpable 
for drinking ad hilaritutem? Are we to be 
blamed, may the Drunkatd ſay, for putting it to 
the Uſe it was deſign'd for? And if God is not 
at Variance with himſelf? If he has ſaid in one 
Place; Give ſtrong Diink unto him that is 
ready to periſn, and Wine to tlioſe that be of 
heavy Hears: Let bim drink and forget lis 
Poverty, and remember his Miſery no more, 
he will not contradict ĩt in another! Nothing, 
ſay Phyſictams, ſo good for Gravel, as large 
Quantiries of Liquor, per ſe, or mix'd with 
ſome irritating Particles. Why then may not 
I drink plentifully of Lisbon, or ſo? If I am 
content to put up with the diſagreeable Re- 
liſh of a little of the ſpiritus terebinthini, or 
any other of the terebinthinate Medicnes a- 
mongſt it, to give me Eaſe in the Gravel, if I 
labour under that Diſeaſe; or. by Way of Pre- 
vention, if my Conſtitution be inclinable to 
it; would ever God forbid, ſay I, a Thing 
fo beneficial to my Health? nn 
DRINK excites a brisk Motion in the 
Blood and Spirits, animates the Soul with new 
Life, and cauſes her perform her Functions 
with double Vigour and Activity, mates glad 
the Heart of Man; and Joy, we know, is a 
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16 ) 
Degree of Happineſs. To ſuppoſe Ts that 
he prohibites any Thing, becauſe it contributes 
to Man's Happineſs, is to ſtrip him. of- his 
. Goodneſs and Benevolence, to degrade him 
from a beneficent, to an ill natur d, chaggrine, 
contentious , reſtricting Man from what 
would contribute to his Welfare, and make 
him happy. Wherefore, the Reaſon of the 
Drunkard being ſet upon the Bench, down 
comes all Prohibitions of Drunkenneſs at a 
Blow, and muſt needs be daſh'd out of the 
Lift of Revelation, as being unjuſt and un- 
reaſonnable Reſtriction, Ergo, not of God. 
1 have been the longer upon this, to ow 
what an extreme dangerous T hing it would 
be, to make Reaſon a Judge of what we are 
to admit for Revelation: For, tho there be 
not a worſe Thing on Earth, more debaſive of 
our Nature, and affrontive to Almighty God, 
than Drunkenneſs, that Bane of Reaſon, and 5 
Pregnant mat her of all other Woes, whereby 
a Man levels himſelf with the Brute Creation; 
and, by diveſting himſelf of his Reaſon, claſſes 
With the inferiour Ranks of Beaſts; which a- 
ny one wou'd think a Judgment great enough, 
if inflicted by any other than himſelf. Even 
the Heathens, with Nature's glimmering Light, 
_. deſcry'd its Uegglineſs, and, in Abhorrence, 
ſtigmatis'd it with the Appellation of voluu- 
tary Ae And jor te === EVEN 


the 


- 


the moſt wretched Fand alive, — a- 
ſhamed, doth it ſcreen with ſilent Night's dark 
Curtain, -— to hide it from the Face of 
Men; — a Paſſion vile and brutal, — in 
common with the Beaſts; —prodigious Sin, and 
heinous, — and puniſh'd in both Worlds, 
with nauſeous running Sores, and rotten Bones, 
infecting even the Marrow, — and ſowing 
Seeds of Sickneſs, and Pains ſor Time to 
come, 70 puniſh the Delinquent -— here 
with Head-aches, Catarrhbs, Rheums and 
Favers, eryſipelatous and inflammatory, —— 
all ending in a Phthyſis attended by its two 
faithful Concomitants, Tabes dorſalis and Fa- 
cies hippocrita. —— O Judgment Sight, and 
worthy of the Sin! — Theſe uſher'd in at 
firſt, by a Gonorrh&@a virulenta, or Con- 
ſequents of Shankers, Buboes, Cordee s 309 
Priapiſmi, Phymoſis and Paraphymoſis, - 
Chryſtallmes and Caruncles, Nodes, Os 
mata and Exoſtoces. —- To finiſh all the 
Work, Corona Veneris, an unexpected and un- 
We AWE Gueſt, comes in to mark the Beaſt 
in the Foerehead, — a Signal of Deſtruction, 
— for the deſtroying Angel to deſtroy that 
Nuſance of Mankind, —-- and rid the Earth 
of a Carcaſs vile Infe&tiofs. And after- 
wards his burning Luft with burning Fire 
and Brimeſton ; — the condign Puniſhment 
of ſo great a Crime. 
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* Yer, as great and enormous as N55 are, it 

18 3s pole for one of Wit and Genius, ſo to 
Path them over, as to make them paſs for 
| Reaſon, with People of a ſuperficial Thought 
and Reflection. 
80, by this Time, I think the Danger e- 
vidently appears of ſetting Revelation at the 
Mercy of Reaſon, and making it the Crite- 
rion rrcof, Nor will it avail to ſay, we 
mall be ſufficient Judges, if we'll be but im- | 
partial; for, we ſee nothing more common, | 
than for Men, not only to deceive others, but 
themſelves likewiſe ; and are never more par- 
tial, than when they imagine they are leaſt 
ſo. It is natural for Men to be biaſed in their 
own Cauſe: And if they ſhall find it for 
their Advantage, to queſtion any Part of ſa- 
cred Writ, they will not be to ſeek for ſome | 
ſham Reaſon or other againſt it. 

Bur then, 2dly, If Reaſon had been the 
ſole Criterion, can we ſuppoſe the Patriarch 
and Prophets, whom God had pitched upon 
to make known his Will to Mankind, were 
altogether devoid of it. And, if it was 
appointed to be their only Diagnoſtich, why 
did they not make uſe of it more than they 
did? When Abraham was order'd to offer up 
his Son, one would have thought there was a 
1air Door. open'd for him to urge the Unfitneſs 
and Unreaſonableneſs of the Thing ; and' yet 


not 10 much as one Word i Is offer d 185 his De- 


fence, 


would never have let it ſlip, in a Cafe. 10 4 


1 55 


fence. Hare, if the Criterion. whereby 


the Thing, as it appeared to. them, Abraham. 


unreaſonable, except he was deſign d to be 
deceived, that his Son might ſuffer for it. 


vering the Truth of a Revelation; for there 
might be many Things moſt rational and fit to 


they muſt, 


clude them genuine, tho ſuch a Revelation 
was never made to that Prophet. 


to the Prophet, have the Shew of Unrea- 
ſonableneſs or Unfitneſs, which they muſt, by 


ſaid, That Things could not appear to their 
Reaſon, otherwiſe than they were; I anſwer, 
Then their Reaſon muſt be perfect: For 1 
conceive it very compatible to imperſect Rea- 
ſon to miſtake : But, if it be ſaid, Their 
Reaſon was perſect, and fo was in no Dan- 
ger of mittaking what was rational, that will 
be giving me up 0 Point in Debate. For 

oh 


nn 
3 


+ Apparently fo to him. 


341 Tas Rationality or Fitnefsof the Thing 
can never be a ſufficient Criterion for diſco- 


be obeyed, which any of the Patriarchs or Pro- 
phets, imagining they had received from God, 
according to that Rule, con- 


And, 
vice verſa, ſome Things really from God,mighr, 


the ſame Rule, judge ſpurious. If it ſhall be 


the, 
| Prophets. were to diſcover the Truth of their” | 
Revelation, had been the Reaſonahleneſs of | 


then 
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20 1 
then will it follow, that they were not miſtak- 
en in their Revelations. 

4h, Tis more than probable that all the 
Prophets, who paid the greateſt Deference to 
the divine Majeſty, never made any doubt, 
but that the Command or Will of God, and 
the Fitneſs of Things, were the ſame; or, in o- 
ther Words, That God's Will cauſed Fitneſs; 
and ſo in this Caſe, the Fitneſs of the Thing 
could never ſhow its being commanded by 
God, becauſe it would not be diſtinct from it, 
according to that Principle : For the Criterion 
muſt always be ſomething different from the 
Thing whereof it is the Criterion, otherwiſe 
it is not a Criterion. And this was their 
Principle, ſhall be ſhown afterwards. 

5thly, I am not a little ſurpriſed, to ſee 
this Gentleman, rather than miſs his Point, 
turn Papiſt to ſerve a Turn, and borrow from 
his Holineſs the Pope, what has been hiſs'd 
out of the Proteſtant World, as a Thing the 
moſt unreaſonable. Strange ! that T beifts, 
who have greater Pretentions to Reaſon than o- 
ther People, ſhould have a greater Swallow 
for Abſurdities. We are to judge, (ſays he) 
of the Genuinneſs of a Revelation, by its 
Fitneſs or Unfitneſs, if it be worthy of God 
to give, and Men to receive. Who are to 
judge? Why, it muſt be one of theſe three, 
either the Prophet, the Church, or every 
Man for himſelf. As for the Prophet, it has 
paſled 


paſſed his Judgment already, and Be Has des 
clared whole it is. But, if the Church is to 
be Judge, twould be making the Scriptures 
depend upon the Church for their Authority; 
4 Doctrine abhorr'd by all rational Men, and 
fit only to be the Subject of Banter and Re- 
dicule. And the Evil of which, a deſgning 
Clergy has ſufficiently convinced us. Or, if e- 
very Man is to judge for himſelf, we ſee what 
the Conſequences of that will be: For, as 
Men reaſon differently about Things; one 
Man would hold facred what another rejected 
as ſpurious, and not of divine Authority. Of, 
to. avoid that Inconveniency, we are to ac- 
quieſce in the Reaſon of fome ſuperior Judg- 
ment, ſuch as the Author of the Phamphikt, 
or Mr. Chubb, or ſome other Deiſt Gentleman. 
And no doubt, the Church would be well off 
for a Guide. e 
Laſth, Tno' the Prophets were not deter- 
min'd in their Revelations, by the Fitneſs and 
Unfitneſs of Things, yet were abfolutely cer- 
tain they were true, and had God for their 
Author; and that what they deliver d was not 
mere Dream, Fancy or Delufion, will appear, 
if we conſider what would be the fatal Con- 


ſequences of the Scriptures being interpolated 
with Things not of Divine Original. 
Frirſt, Ir would lay the Church under an 
abſolute Neceſlity of aſcribing to the Dictates 
of the Holy Ghoſt, what were none of his, 
ITY and 


22 ) ; 
and of attributing Things cruel and unjuſt 
bien. God utterly abhores and deteſts. 

..2d4ly, T xx Church, who took what ihe 
Nivel to be the Oracles of the living God, 
muſt, by that Mean, make Things cruel and 
unjuſt, or, at the beſt; Things unneceſſary and 
unpleaſing to God, the Rule of her Conduct; 
and this u would be to fruſtrate God's "WF End 
in giving 1 

; 3dly, Ir would 17 Men 3 an ab- 
folate Neceſſity of believing unjuſt and cruel 
Things of God, give them a bad Impreſſion of 
the Deity, and make them entertain very hard 
and unworthy Notions of him. Can we ever 
| imagine, that God would take Care to give 
Milena Revelation for ſetting forth the adorable 

. eee his Nature, that he is holy, 
uſt and good, doing Juſtice, loving Merc 
=; yet, 7 the ſame 1 895 ſuffer Things to © 
inſert in that very Revelation, deſtrudtive of 
that Character, fepreſenting him cruel, unjuſt 
and unmerciful? Can we ever imagine (I ſay) 
that God would be at extraordinary Pains in 
giving a Revelation, and yet not be at the 
leaſt Pains, that his Deſign in giving it be not 

fruſtrated ? 

I Would ask, Whether it T0 in God's Power 
to make the n he reveals his Will to, ab- 
ſolutely certain? If a Miſtake in this Calc 
be ſo fatal, as even to fruſtrate his Deſign in 
giying a Revelation, we may conclude from his 
always 
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2 
always ative: conſonantly to infinits wildon 


and Goodneſs, that if it be in his Power he Will 
do it. And what ſhould hinder infinite Power, 5 
why he mayn't make Men as ſure of it, as 
he is ſure he ſees the Sun ſhining, or that he 
Is waking, and is not aſleep ? Ts it not as eaſy 
for God to make the inſpir'd Penmen of the 
Scriptures as certain that they were following 
the Dictates of his Spitit, as I am certain that 
T am writing even — and not fi U 
am doing ſoo man 
MR. Locke (if I be not mii ken) gives this 
Criterion for knowing when we are dreaming, 
and when waking, namely, That à waking 
Man hath his Ideas in Order, and regularly 
connected, which a dreaming Man has not, 
Whoſe Ideas ſeem to be ſnatch d up any how 
by the Mind, as their Traces ly confuſedly 
on the Brain, and oddly join'd together; but 
I believe, tho we had not this ( haracteriſtic, 
we ſhould be at no great Loſs to know that 
we are waking, and not fleeping. And I que- 
ſtion very much, if People either do, or need 
be at the Pains to apply the Rule; and be- 
fore they can know they are waking, muſt 
conſider the Regularity or Irregularity of their 
Ideas. People that never read Mr. Locke, and 
ſo cannot be ſuppos d to have the Benefit of 


this Criterion, are at no great Loſs for the 


Want of it, and are pretty ſure without it. 
O, if this cannot be 2 but the inſpir'd 
Writers 


2 "OY 
: 


( 9, 
VWiktens | may, and So. de fait 0, heen il. 
ken, can we ever think, that God would nat 
interpoſe, and diſcover to them or others, they 
were ſo? No, he would rather his. Character 

ſhould ſuffer, that hethan(d Fo Fr, the 7 
of a Cruelty, (or;of an pryuſt and unfit 7 
nay further, that he would rather let a 905 
diſpleaſing to him, and of the worſt. Con 
quences, be really and actually commi one 
than to ſtep in and detect the Miſtake. , 
Samuel think he had a Commiſſiqn fim God 
for deſtroying the Amalektes, when he had 
none? And did * innocent People ſuffer for his 
Miſtake, and God all this While ſtanding by, 
and would not prevent it, tho his gyn Cha- 
racter was to-ſuffer-in the Cauſe „ by having 
Things aſcrib'd to him, which would be re- 
flecting upon their Author? I am ſure the 
Fault would have been on God's Side, ab/t 
blaſphemia dittis. He undertook to give 
his Will for a Rule to the Church, and if he 
faikd in the Undertaking, by fuffering any 
Thing that was not his Will, tobe interſpers d 
and lerted with it, the Conſequence i is plain, 
that the Church muſt take that for his Will 
which is not, and ſhe can never be blam d for 
any Irregularitics ſhe may commit.thro' ſuch a 
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1 I appeal to any Man of ' Reaſon, if 
it be not very odd, that God, who at ſundry 
Times, and in fn Manners, ſpake in Time 
paſt unto the Fathers by the Prophets, ſhould 
never, any of theſe Times, have the leaſt [nngendo 
or Inſinuation made them, that ſuch and ſuch 

Things had been miſtaken for Revelation ? 

| Can 2 ever think, that if Samuel miſtook a 

Dream, Phantaſm, or Fit of the Hypocbon- 

Aria for a Revelation from God, God, the next 

Revelation he gave, would not take the leaſt 

Notice of it, eſpecially ſince, many * innocent 

Perſons muſt. ſuffer. Strange and unheard of 

| Abſurdity ! God is at extraordinary Pains in 

| making known his Mind to his People, and 

at no Pains at all to rectify them when they 

miſtake it, tho the Fault be none of theirs, 
and the Thing too of the laſt Moment. It will 
then follow, that God muſt be careful and not 
careful, at the ſame Time his Mind ſhould be 
made known. Sure, by the ſame Reaſon that the 

ö one is worthy of him, the other muſt be ſo too. 

| Is it befitting for God to give a Law for the 

a Conduct of his Church? It muſt paritate ra- 

| tionis, be fitting that the Law be his, and 

ö 


not the Iſſue of Fancy or Imagination: Far it 
is better to have no nie at all, than to haye 
a * wrong one, nay an * unfit, cruel and unjuſt 
one. 4 D Toh II. Burt 
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II. Por to „er his Arguments 0 upon 

this Head more particularly. 

PAGE 58. Whether Meſes, whewhe fave, 
That the Lord appeared to any Perſon in a 
Pream, mean't any more, than that ſuch-a 
« perſon dream d the Lord appeared to him.“ 

I am ſorrow he knows no Difference between 
"the" Lord's” a ppeating to a Man in a Dream, 
and a Man's dreaming the Lord appeared to 
him: If that be his Caſe, he is to be pitied; 
but if he afferts there is no Difference, he bad 
done well to prove it, for I am very loath to 
take any Thing upon his Word. Ab reg Vu, 
The ie dixlt Days expir d- in Pythagoracs 
Time; but as for the Difference, he muſt be 

very bligd” irideed, that cannot ſee it. Why, 
certainly there is juſt as much as between 
" Reality" and Imagination; and that is not much, 
perhaps, in the Acedunts of one ' whoſe Cauſe 
depends upon *confoutiding them together; 
however, with me there is as vaſt Odds, as great 
as between 1 and een ee or * yo 
"Oppoſites... / | 
ny” TBTD EN. —YeDithat! eat 
cer not think thoſe e a Revelations were 


e as much to be depended on, as thoſe Reve- 


4 lations whieh' were mage to himfelf, may be 
- « jinfetred from this Paſſage, Num. xii. 59. 
Aud the Lord s came — in Pillar of 


8 ihe 


a —— — — 


( ) 
64 the bond, and Coed in ibe Door of the 7 4 
« bernacle; and called Aaron and Miriam, 
« andithey came forth, and he ſaid; Hear, nuau 
* 1 If: there: be 4 Preptes — 
I the Lord will male myſelf. known 
« 70- im in a Dream My Servant: Moſes is 
« not: ſo, who is faithful in all mine Houſes 
« with him will I ſpeak Mouth to: Mouth; 
| © even: apparently, and not in_dark Speeches, © AelJ 
« and Stmilittdes of the Lord ſball he behold: 
| « Wherefore then were ye not afraid to ſpeak _ 
| « againſt' my Servant Moſes. If the Revela- 
> | © tions made in Dreams and Viſions are called 
| « dark Speeches, and Similtudes: of the Lord, 
J « we are ſatisfied that a Revelation made in a 
: « dark and ambiguous Manner can fearee be 
” « called a Revelation at all; becauſe not 
1 * knowing diſtinctly what Ideas the Revcaler 
, « affixes in bis Words, ve cannot know: what = 
- a he means by them, nor conicquen : 1. he of] 
; „ he difcovers” 75 5 
t "Becavst the Meaning of; any Rafa is # 
0. beft had from the Context, X take Notice, 
chat from the Beginning of the 4ſorequoted 
d Chapter, Miriam and Aaron had oa railing 
e | -againſt Maſes for taking to Wiſe an ny 96 
— Woman; and telling him beſides, he had ne 
e || Reaſon to exalt himſelf above others, upen 
9. account the Lord had ſpoken by him, Pl 
f | he had done the ſame by them. The Lord's 
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de | very wroth with them ſor ſpeaking againſt hs 


6 
Servant Moſes, whom he had dignified with a 
more honourable Manner of Revelation, than 
any Prophet that had appeared in the World 
could boaſt of; ſtates the Compariſon between 
them, and gives it in Favours of Moſes. Him 
he had ſpoke with Mouth to Mouth, even 
apparently; with others in a Dream, or in 
dark Speeches and Similitudes. | 
AN p this is all that is intended, that they 
were only dark, comparatively ſpeaking, in re- 
ſpect of Moſes's; but, could it ever be deſign'd 
to ſignify there, that they were ſo dark as to 
be uncertain, and ſo not to be depended on? 
This would be making God act a moſt abſurd 
Part. Firſt, To delegate certain Men to de- 
clare his Mind to his People, and then to ſet 
the People upon their Guard againſt receiving 
it, by telling them they were ſo uncertain, 
that they could not ſo very well be depended 
on, or becauſe being made in a dark ambi- 
guous Manner, could not be call'd a Revelation. 
Would not this be moſt impertinent Trifling, 
and altogether unworthy of God? Twould 
be making him at Variance with himſelf, and 
to defeat his own Deſigns : Givesa Commiſſion, 
but then, at the ſame Time, takes ſuch Me- 
thods with thoſe to whom it was directed, as 
ſhould make it intirely diſcredited, or at leaſt 
invalidate its Authority. 
No w, grant we ſhould drop this Conſide- 
ration altogether, vi S. That they were not 


dark, 


dark, ſo as to be uncertain, but only, comp 
, ratively ſpeaking, in reſpect of Maſess; Juſt 
as when it is ſaid, I I had not come and ſpeken 


| . ta them, they had not had. Sin. Net that 


they would have had no Sin at all, but that 
they would have had no Sin, comparatively 


ſpeaking. Grant, I ſay, I ſhould lay this a- 


tide, are the Words Dark and Uncertain, 
{ynonimous Terms? When it is ſaid, Here we 
ſee darkly” as through a Glaſs, Is it meant, 
we arc uncertain whether we ſee or not? But 
this we cannot be, for we are told, poſitively, 

that we do fee, though it be but darkly. 
Bur if he means, as he ſeems to do, that 


the Uncertainty lies not in the Revelation it- 


ſelf, qua a Revelation; but in the Meaning 
of it, becauſe being given in a dark ambi- 
guous Manner, he to whom it was made, could 
not know diſtinaly the Mind of the Reveal- 
er. 

Nor to inſiſt any more upon the bad 
Conſequences of this, which I have done at 
ſome Length already, Uncertainty, in either 
Way, being preciſely the ſame, quo adeffe- 


— 


* 


Falſhood, which ny Body that has Eyes in 
S 


their Head, may ſee to be ſo. We find, 
that others have their Revelations given 


them in as plain Words, and eaſy Language, 


and as eaſy to be underſtood, as ever an 
that was given to Moſes. To Bo no further 
| TG than 
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than the Prophet that immediately ſueteeded 


Him, and to give but one Inſtance of almoſt 
an | inaite Number, I ſhall adduce for this 
Purpoſe, that firſt one in the! gg og of 
bogs . | 


Ge. Pars as mm 3 


* The Lord ſpake unto Jeboſuab, — 


& Moſes my Servant is Dead. Now therefore 
4 ariſe, go over this Jordan, thou and all this 
« People, unto the Land which I do give 
them, even to the Children of Trae, every 


« Place that the Sole of your Foot ſhall-tread 
« upon, that have I given unto en as 1 1 


udo Moſes, &r.. 


WI I lies the Myſtery has? 10 it not 
as plain as Words can make it, and as eaſy to 
be underſtood; as ever any that was given to 
Moſes ! I ſhould! have thought he had been 


more wary, than to aſſert a Thing which e- 
very Body, as well a8 be, could ſee was not 
R e e Oe 

AN p, beſides all mis in which ether of the 
two Senſes we take the Word Uncertainty, 
twould be an excellent Handle to People, for 
rejecting ſuch Revelations as they did not fa- 
vour, The Prophet's miſtaken, and God can- 
not blame us for re jecting it, ſeeing it is 
no more chan hat 1e has cautioned us a- 


. | i 1 
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* "WY n e 
. Es if this were not making :God Wt 
defeat himſelf of his own  Deligns, 1 | Koo 
not hat can, be it. „ 7 TOs Ee 
. WrrtREFORE, no more is meant 3 
this, That God appear d to Moſes in a moe 
lorious Manner, or that he had a nearer Ma- 
nifeſtation of the Divine Preſence youchſafed 
Him, than others, who had him at a more re- 
-mote Views as in, 2 Viſion. or a Dream, tho 
2 ſrom being uncertaig. 
PAGE 65. He very nel comments PF ON 
for: being ſceptical, and trying the Truth of 
his Commiſſion by ſeveral Experiments, and 


wiſhes others had taken; Example. by him 


But he does not conſider, there 155 a vaſt 
Odds between Gideon and a Pro 7 — et. 7 — | 
-reycal'd himſelf to them after a di erent Man- 
ner: But there Was no,Reyelation, at all in 
Gideon's Caſe : One appears to him under an 
| Oak, tells him the Lord was with him, and 


- bids him go ſave Iſrael out of d e nd of 
the Midianites, for that God had ſent him. 


In all this, he had only the Word of one he 


- had: never ſeen "before, and whom he knew 
- nothing about; tis true indeed, when he ſaw 
Fire proceed out of ., the Rock, upon the An- 
gel's putting forth his Staff, and ſaw him va- | 
niſh out of is ee mixing with co e mmon 
Air, waſt up his Way Heayenward, it is 
ſaid, he took him for an Angel of the Lord; 
ver he was not adi certain that he h bad 5 


4 not 


not been impos'd upon; 10 had heentertain'd 
no Doubt about the Matter, but was certain 
the Commiſſion was from God, what moy'd 
him to make Trial, by putting a Fleece of 
Wool unto the Floor, and that no leſs than 
two Times. 

GIDEON was no Prophet, and had no 
Revelation made him; only, one he knew 
nothing about, tells him ſo and ſo, for which 
he had only his Word, and ſo diſappears; 
which, for ought he knew, might have been 
done by ſome evil Spirit, with a Deſign to de- 
ceive him: And this left Room for a Trial. 
But Prophets, on the contrary, have Revela- 
tions made them, of which they may be as 
certain, as they are of the Sun's Shining when 
"they ſeg it, as I have obſerved before, which 
eaves no Room for doubting, and 8 
quently none for a Trial. 


III. The ſame Reaſonings that make the 
Certainty of the Truth of Revelation abſo- 
lutely neceſſary, make the Certainty of the 
Prophets bein e Prophets, likewiſe neceſ- 
ſary, ſee ing hat would as effectually defeat 
5 God's End in giving Revelation as the other; 

And therefore, all the Arguments adduced, 
the ſecond excepted, will ſerve for both: 80 
that I need not run over them again, and 
make the Application, which would be but 
tedious to both my felf and others: 


have done it already) to that in Page 47. 
which is a ſen from the moſt learned 
Arch-biſho ilotſon. * A Revelation to a- 
« nother Man is nothing to me, unleſs I be af- 
« ſured, that he hath ſuch a Revelation, which 
« [ cannot be, but either by another Revela- 
« tion, or by ſome Miracle to confirm it.” 
As the Prophets could not be deceived 
themſelves, ſo neither would they deceive o- 
thers, if they were Men of Probity and Ve- 
racity : And who can ever imagine God would 
make choice of Men that were otherwiſe ? If 
he did, it muſt be, either becauſe he did not 
know whether they were or not, and would 
continue ſo ; or elſe he muſt have done it on 
Purpoſe to deceive thoſe to whom they were 
ſent. .. And beſides, we cannot ſuppoſe, That 


any Man who had the leaſt Fear of God upon 


his Mind, far leſs the Prophets, could ſo 
much as entertain the very Thought of impo- 
ſing upon People, in Matters of ſo weighty _ 
Concern. We find they were ſeverely pu- 
niſh'd, if they. did not come up to their In- 


ſtructions, to the greateſt ExaQtneſs imaginable; 
and ſhould they in the leaſt deviate there- 


from, tho they might perhaps be deceived in- 
to it by others, yet how ſmartly they ſuffer d 


for't 
— : 


1 
I hall make a very brief Sketch, in Order 
to give a more direct Anſwer ( tho in effect 1 
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ſufficiently atteſts. 
LF it be further ſaid, That tho' they ſhould . 


| neither be deceived theinſeiveh, nor deceive o- 
_ thers, yet, how are we to know the true from 
the. falſe Prophets, they have it not written 


in their Forchead, This is a Prophet ? And 


without knowing this, we are juft where we 
was: For, tho' a true Prophet will not de- 


ccive, yet we cannot ayer the ſame of a fa. 
one. —— 'Tho' what I have adduced already 
might be applied here, J obſerve further, That 


if they could not be certain of their Propheti: 


they could be certain of no Revelation what- 
ſoever, and that would be equal to having no 
Prophets at all: And therefore, we find par- 
ticular Proviſion made for it, by the Jewiſh ' 
Oeconomy. They were under a Theocracy ; 


God was their King, and the Prophets were 


as the prime Miniſters of State, who had im- 


 mediately their Commiſſion from him. The 


i *. 


whole Diſpenſation was one continued Miracle. 
They had the Schechinah, or Symbol of the 


Divine Preſence, perpetual Fire, Reſponſes by 


the Urim and Thummim ; 1o that they were as 
ſure God ſpake to them by the Prophets, as 
Eire-and Brim=- 


when he ke to them by | 
750 Aone, from Mount Sinai: Ee had Schools 


where 


. Kings xiii, 


F 

: hos, they were echt, and paid a Trial, "i 
in order to their being reeired into that 
Function. So that, had there been no other 
Charatteriſtic than this, That they were 
brought up among them, whereby they. had 
all Acceſs that could be deſir'd, of knowing 
their moral Character, it had ſafficed. The 
Tree is known by his Fruit, will be an infal- i 
lible Diagnoſtic to the World's End. Shew me 
in Hiſtory of any Authority, ſacred or pro- 
fane, an Impoſtor that ever was a religious 
Obſerver of Sanctity, or, that paid a ſtrict O- 
bedience to the Laws of Religion and Mora- 
lity. Was there ever a more flagitious Ban- 
ditto than the Foe of India, or 2 more. wick= 
ed Liver than Mabomet ? Or, ,was there e- 
yer any other Impoſter whatſoever, that had 
ſo much as the. leaſt Reſpect to Decorum, far 
leſs to Religion. Men don't gather Figs. of 
Thorns, ' nor of a Bramble-buſþ gather they 
Grapes. A Fountain doth not ſend forth, at f 
the ſame Place, ſweet Water and bitter. Let i 
a Man be as great a Diſſembler as ever 7 (be 

 rius Ceſar was, yet, there will be always 

ſomething about him that might. Peak him 

out, if People would advert to it. * The ſs 
can be known thro' a Liow's Skin, tho he 
1 want the long Lugs and Tail. The 

Means 
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1 „„ | 
Means always lead to the End, and if the 
End be ſelf-ſeeking, all he does will look that 
Way. So that never was any deceived by a 


falſe Pretender, that had not himſelf to thank 


for the Cheat. The credulous Vulgar, who 
are led more by Senſe than Reaſon, and even 
thoſe who have greater Pretentions to it, ſuf- 
fer themſclves to be impos'd upon, by the Pre- 
tenſions of every Sophiſter, without being at 
the Pains to examine into his Credentials. 
Had Judas or Theudas, who drew many after 
them, and made them Sharers of their Puniſh- 
ment, as well as of their Folly, any other Cre- 
N dentials, but their bare Pretentions ? Had 
ever any that gave themſelves out for the 
Meſſiah, his Characters about them? Yet, 
none of them wanted Followers enow. 


Tu ks E are ſome of the Criteria for „ 


ing the Genuine from the Spurious: For, had 
there been no Characteriſtics at all for this 
End, the one could not have been diſtingui- 

ſned from the other, which would have been 
equal to having none at all. Again, if falſe 
Prophets ſhould have all the Marks and Cri- 
Serbs of the true, Men would be laid under an 
abſolute Neceſſity of following after falſe Pro- 
phets: Nor could God, in ſuch a Caſe, 


find Men culpable for doing ſo; becauſe, 4 


ing all the Signs of the True, they had rather been 
blameable, it they had done otherwiſe, There 


muſt therefore, of Neceſſity, haye been cer- 
tain 


N e a> « ' aA 


and Qualifications, or elſe the Deſign in ſend- 
ing them muſt be fruſtrated, "IPA is abſurd 
to ſuppoſe. 


— onto red 2r ed 
Command for killing the Amalekites not 


cruel, 


A v ING at "NEO Length prov'd, that 
all contain'd in Scriptures are equally of 
Divine Original, the two Inſtances 


eady mentioned, not excepted; my next 


Province ſhall be, to ſhew, that the one is 
not cruel, nor the other unfit; all Things con- 


ſidered, but are both of them worthy of God. 
Ax b as to the Firſt, That God's Com- 


mand for deſtroy ing the Amalekites was not 
cruel, if we conſider, that, 

Txo' it ſhould really appear cruel, as it 
does not, yet would it be raſh to conclude it 
ſo, but upon very good Grounds. We who 
are poor blind Creatures, whoſe Knowledge 
turns within a very narrow Sphere, are not ſo 
very competent Judges. The next World, 
which muſt always be taken into the Account, 
does not ly ſo very open. to our View, where 
we may behold ſeeming Jarrings and Irregula- 
rities in this Life, end in perfect Harmony 
and Concord. Many Things have a different 


Aſpect, 


4 
tain Criteria, or diſtinguiſhing Charateriſtics 
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f Aſpedt, when any 8 The are ſluded e, 


the Account. Thus it may ſeem cruel and 
unjuſt, that good and pious Men ſhould be 
ſweept off the Stage, and wicked Men ſpar'd 
to a good old Age; never conſidering, that 
the Good are taken away from the Evil to 

come, and the Wicked leſt to fill up the Mea- 


' ſure of their Iniquity. This ſhould make us 


cautious in judging too, precipitantly, before 


we have weighed Things together, "_ find 


good Cauſe before we determine. 

 2dly, THAT God's Sovereignty, as B 
tor of the Univerſe, to whom the Earth and 
the Fulneſs thereof does belong, gives him a 
full Right and Title to diſpoſe of Men, and all 
that pertains them, how ns when he pleaſes, 
A Man, tho' he holds all he poſſeſſes by a very 
: ſlender Right, ſuch as that of primi occupan- 
tis, or fo, yet he would think himſelf injur'd, 
and his Right incroached upon, if he were re- 
ſtrain'd from having the Diſpoſal of any Thing 
in his Poſſeſſion, to which he had a jus perfe- 
dum. And ſhall God be denied 15 ſame 
i Priviledge, who has the only true and primi- 
tive Right, and from N all others are de- 

n 
| 3dly, Ir was not _ for God to command 


T 45 Deſtruction of the Amealekites, who. had 


laid wait for J1ſrael as they came up out of 


Egypt : And tho' indeed that Generation had 


_ pals d away, and another was now ſucceeding 
in 
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in "their 0565 ſo that it could not ſo -proper- 7 
ly: be laid to their Door; yet ſeeing they were 


ſo far from acknowledging: the Wrong, or gi- 


ving the leaſt Satisfaction to the. Iſraelites, | 
that, on the contrary, they ſtood to and ap- 
proy'd of what their Anceſtors had done, in 
that they took up Arms, upon hearing the 
Jraelites Deſign of revenging the old Quarrel, 


and that they were going to wage War againſt. 
them upon that Score. Was not their taking 
up Arms, I ſay, when they knew the Occaſion 


of it, adopting their Anceſtors Fault, and ma- 


king it their own? Was it not juſtifying what. 
their Predeceſſors had done, and declaring, that 


had they-been in their Place, __y would have 


acted the very ſame Part? 
» 4thly, Ir is no more cruel with God, in the 
Exerciſe of his moral Goverument of the World, 


to puniſh or cut off wicked Nations for their 


Sins, to ſet them forth Examples of his flam- 
ing Vengeance, to all that ſpould after live un- 


godly, than it is for a Judge to puniſh a De- 


linquent, who has forfeited his Lite to publick 
Juſtice, for a Terror to others in Time coming. 
Tarr Amalekites were egregious Sinners, 
who, by their repeated Abominations, had *, 
with the other Nations which {ſrae/ ſucceeded, 
arriy'd to that g of Wickedneſs, that the 
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very mad itſelf ſpued them out. Now, MER 


any Nation has arriv'd to that hideous Pitch, 


ſo as to draw down the Vengeance of God u- 


pon their own Heads, for all the groſs Enor- 


mities which they have committed, whereby 


God is proyock'd to ſweep them and theirs off 


the Stage of Time, what is the Odds, whe- 
ther God ſhall chooſe to do this by the Sword, 
Famine or Peſiilence, or any other Way he 
pleaſes? Why ſhould he be reftrain'd quo ad 
modum, ſince there is no Reaſon againſt doing 
it one Way leſs than another? And ſeeing the 
Amalekites were ripe for a Stroke, was it any 
more Cruelty for God to cut them off, by 
bringing the Sword againſt them, than it was 


for him to deſtroy Sodom and Gomorrah, with 


the Cities'of the Plain, by raining down Fire 
and Brimſtone upon them from the Lord, out 
of Heaven? And' how any of them comes 
to becruel, I am at a Loſs to know. Strange! 
that it ſhould not be eruel in a Judge, to cut 
off a Criminal by the Sword of Juſtice, which 
he has committed to him by God, and yet 
ſhould be cruel in God himſelf (from whom 
this very Power is deriy'd to the Magiſtrate ) 
to do the ſame: This is certainly worſe to un- 

riddle than any of Gordor's Geographical Pa- 
radoxes. A Contradiction in terminis is a 
hard Thing to ſolve. Cui bono, is God the 
moral Governor of the World, if he don't ani- 


vert upon great Irregularitics that are com- 


mitted 
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ted in it! 2 1. he to 9 idle Speftator 
of what paſſes in this lower World; —— _ 
Look tamely on . when Violence 16 done 
unto his holy Nature, —— and that Glo- 
ry ſolely due to him given to another? Or, 
muſt he be an Epicuriſb God, — ſcclude 
himſelf in 112785 from ſecular Aﬀairs, —— 
to loll himſelf in Eaſe, and leave the 
World he's made to reel at Random ;—— All 
Nature feelConvulfions, be rent in Pieces, 
— huddVd and confus'd, blended to- 
gether, a hideous Maſs of Rubbiſh, -—- and | 
wild Biſtraction fit on Nature's Face; 2— 
a black and diſmal Scene of horrid Gloom ;-— 
Rudis indigeſtaque moles f again brought in with | 
b greater Diſadvantage ; — Vice flouriſh, | 
and Virtue ſuffer Wrong; — All that do Ill to | 
| proſper like to a green Bay-tree faſt by the Ri- | 
yer's Side; — Heaven. daring Sins unpuniſh'd, A 
and Goodneſs unrewarded,. without the 
Hope of a Hereaſter- change 2 
Sun then, as he will not ſuffer ſuch great 
Irregularitics, neither in the natural nor moral 
World, he muſt curb the overgrown Inſolence 
of ſach Nations, by ſuch Means as ſhall ſeem 
him fit. We find he puniſt'd the Jews them- 
ſelyes, by bringing the Sword of the Roman 
Army againſt them under Titus Veſpaſian, for 
their horrid and ineffable Crime of refeQing and 
crucifying theSon of God, the Lord of-Lifc,and 
(| Saviour of the World. And if his vindictive 
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g Atte . him Ges Ne is by his, Favour 
cople, how can We think he will Tpare Heber, 

if they c don't deſerve it! 7 4” 

N UR Adverſaries, 1 in their Reaſonings upon 

this, ate guilty of a pet itio pringißii, ot ſome- 


2 thing, that looks 1 very like it; forall they bave 


to ſay, is, That it is an unjuſt and cruel Thing, 
and altogether” unworthy , of God, to deſtroy / 
the Amalehites witbout a Reaſon. True, it is 
ſo, and no Body denies it; but, is it cruel and 
undworthy of God to deſtroy. them \ for. a Reaſon A 
Tf, they! once prove that, they bid fair for car- 
Tying their Point, and not till then. 1 hear al- 
ways the Terms Cruel, 2 Djs or the like, : 
oft t repeated with an Emphaſis, or writ in the 

Italick Character; and these are mighty Ar- 
guments, no doubt, enough to convince any 
Man; 5 chere 5 no coping, with them. 5 


II. By T. then it is objected, how the Chi . 
dren, and the very Beaſts, could, with Juſtice, | 
be, made Sharers of the Puniſhment f ecing they 
were not in a Capacity c of having any Hand in 
the Sin. 3 

To which 1 anſwer, Go! 1 lhe Author to 
all of Life and Breath, and al Things, and his 
zog iar them can neyer lay him under 

any Obligation to continue them longer than 
he ſees fit. Life is his Gift, and he can nei- 
ther be cruel, unjuſt nor unreaſonable, for | 
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"ay the or Er any „ dn he Kat” ih 
Proper. wc God 5 no Right to take away 
the Life he has given, bur they have one to 
keep; ; let the former be proy'd, 8 the latter 
"ſhow their Charter. whereby they bo their 
Claim. And if that cannot be done, God can- 
not be called ugjuſt or cruel for-t; ing again 
what is his own, When God lays a Child 
on a Sick-bed, and takes him 'off the Stage, 
by a lingering chrenical Diſeaſe, | or by the 
WT. racking Pains of an acute one, no 
ody repines at it, or finds Fault, becauſe Fe 
that lends may tale Again, when it ſeemeth 
good, is as innate a Propofition ( or, if My 
Locke's Folk don't like the Word Innate, i 
ſhall fay, is as readily aſſented to) as, hat all 
the Parts taken together, are equal to the 
Whole; or, that if two Things be each of them 
equal 70 a Third, They wi be equal to one a- 


1 not her. 


3 24h, Childem being taken off by 
the Sword in their Infancy, is by no Means 
ſuch a Hardſhip as People may imagine, nor 
anyway, deſeryes the Name of Puniſhment. 
All our Time on this Side the Grave, at the very 
greateſt Extent of it, is but an inconſiderable 
Point, when compar'd with Eternity; fecting, 
mnomentaneous and fran/itery, are not ſufficient 
to deſcribe the Shortneſs of its Duration, a 
Sbadow that flyetb, and a Bubble that con- 
 Einueth 1 not. When we caſt our * back u- 
. pon 


be . FE A * ai 9 
2 ' n 33 1 
— _ 
4 8 a 


pon our paſt. Life, tis like a Tale when it is 
told, or the Remembrance of a Dream when 
We awake; a Shadow, Phantom, and like un- 
to a non ens: So that really, at the Bottom, it 
matters not much, how it fairs with one for 
ſuch a momentaneous and almoſt unperceptible 
Portion of Time, which being ſwallowed up 
in the vaſt Ocean of Eternity, and the huge 
Womb of growing Ages, cannot ſo much as 
be known that once it was. Slight Veſtiges 
and Traces that may flutter on the Senſory of 
the Brain for a while, wear out with Time, 
till growing fainter and fainter, are altogether 
defac'd, and the Place where once they were 
knows them no more. Poor ſcantling Man, of 
' Yeſterday's Duration, whoſe Life is a Span, 
and his Days a Hair-breadth, who paſſes a- 
way as a Shadow, and abideth not, and 
ſwifter than a Poſt he flies, and continueth 
not: Are not his Days as the Days of an 
Hireling, as the Flower of the Field he fadeth? 
Wenk theſe Children indeed to ſuffer in 
another World, for the Sins of their Fathers, or 
Anceſtors, who could chuſe but think it cruel 
and unjuſt: But ſince, as poor harmleſs, inno- 
cent Infants, they are to be on a * much bet- 
ter Footing than the wicked Amalekizes ou 
1 855 a» 
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91 may ſay this without giving Offence to either Side of that 
Qucition concerning the State of Heathen Infantts. 
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a 
Fathers, I cannot £ where the Cruel 
And not only will their Caſe be better than 
theirs, generally ſpeaking, but it is more than 
probable, better than if it had been the Pro- 
duct and Fruit of a longer Term of Years : 
And are they mighty Loſers by the Bargain, 
who loſe of Time to gain of Eternity? It is for 
want of taking in all theſe Conſiderations, that 
makes People conclude wrong; for, if the Pre- 
miſſes be falſe or deficient, no Wonder the Cos- 
cluſion ſhould be ſo too. 
Now, one Reaſon why the Awalehitas, and 
all their: Pertinents, Man, Woman; Child and 
Beaſt, were involv'd in one common Calamity, 
might be, to make the Example more terrible 
to all whoſe Ears the Fiſtery ſhould reach, 
in order, the more effeQually to deter other 
Nations from following their Steps, leaſt it 
ſhould land them in the ſame lamentable De- 
ſtruction. Sodom and Gomarrab, and the Cities 
of the Plain, were ſet forth for Euſamples un- 
to thoſe that ſhould after live ungodly : As 
the Efficacy of the Example riſes in Proportion 
to its Severity, ſo a whole Nation cut off, 
Stock and Branch, with all their Pertinents, 
without Exception or Reſerve; for their vile 
Abominations and libidinous Lives, i is a terrible 
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Surg undi, farer for tefrifyinng brlitrifrom 


the like wicked Practices, law if the Calan 
ty had been only partial. If our Law ſhould 
animad vert on Felony or Murder, only with a 
gentle Reprimand, or ſo, I fancy we ſhould 
not be ſo ſecure in our Lives and Pro erties 
as we are: And that this, namely, an Exam- 
ple to deter others, (which is the Bag of Pu- 
-niſhment) was likewiſe the End here, may be 
ſeen from ſeveral Paſſages of ſacred Writ, as, 
particularly that in Zeviticus, Chap. xviii, "and 
Verſes 24, 27 and 28. Defile not 2 nk 
in any of theſe Things; for, all theſe Abomi- 


nations have the Men of the Land done, which 


were before you, and the Land is defiled; 
. That the Land ſpue you not out alſo, when ye 
def it, as it ſpued out the N ations chat were 
before you, GG. 

Snob it be here ſaid, How could the 
Wickedneſs of the Amalekites be a principal 
Reaſon why God order'd them to be cut off, 


ſeeing it is not ſo much as mentioned in the 


Commiſſion, but only becauſe they had laid 
Wait for Vrael, as they came up out of Egypt? 
To this I anſwer, That there is ſowen, in 
every Man's Breaſt, a Principle of Revenge, or 
-a Deſire to right himſelf on thoſe whom he 
imagines has wrong'd him. This, like the o- 


ther Paſſions, is given for very good Purpoſes, 


and will ſerve in good Stead, if it don't launch 
out into undue Bounds. Fi is an Affection, 
25 or 
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aſjj one that is not very ſenſible ot the leaſt 
Injury that is done him, and is as ready to do 
himſelf Juſtice, if it be in his Power. Nom, 
God, who is a Being poſſeſs d of infinite Wiſe. 
dom and Knowledge, as he accompliſhes his 
Ends by ſuch Means as are moſt proper ſor 
bringing "thin about; ſo, in dealing with frre 
and rational Agents, he, no Doubt, applics _ 
himſelf to ſuch Motives and Springs of Action, 
as he knows. will beſt prevail. And, can any 
Body think, but that the Ifraeclites would 
be far more ready to take up Arms againſt the 
Amalekites, when they conſidered it was re- 
venging an old Grudge, and demanding that Sa- 5 
tisfaction for a Wrong, which the Amalekites, as 
the Iſſue and Offspring of ſuch Pr ogenitons,-” 
ſtood, in ſome Senſe, chargeable with? Would 
not this, I ſay, have been far more likely to 
prevail with them, to ſay, Co, 40 1 
Juſtice on ſuch 4 Nation, then if it had been 
only ſaid, Go puniſh that Nation, for that 
they are great 1 ? This is fo evident in 
itſelf, that, in order to gain Aſſent, it needs 
* be e 855 
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Not unfit for God to command, 4 A- 
braham zo obey, in the M. atter of 0 f Offer- 
ing up bis Son. aac, 3 bow 
the 1 bing was arcumſtentiated. 


H E Aue having, i in his ſecond Let- 

ter, prov'd at ſome Length, That the 
Fitneſs and Unfitneſs 4 Things, did 
not depend on the Will of God, Sc. comes, 
in the fourth, to make the Applica tion. vi. 
That if it be unfit, in the Nature of Things, 
for Abraham to offer up his Son Tſaac, God's 
commanding it could never make it fit. 

I conceive the Subſtance of this Letter 
may becomprehended in theſe three Particulars, 

PRIMU M, That it would be an unfit 
Thing, for God to command Abram to of 
fer up his Son. 

SECUNDUM, Or, 17 he ſhould do it 
with the Intent it ſhould not be obeyed, 'twould 
argue Diſingenuity in the moſt extenſive Senſe; 
and therefore, not to be aſerib d to the moſt. 4 
uprig ght Being. 

TERTIUM, ſeeing God does only what 


is fit, how could ever Abraham imagine him 


5 


the Author of a Command which was unfit ? ? 
And, did not Alrabus 8 comply ing with it, 
rather 
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7 rather 8 2 755 el tha than 4 e 
nd Jaudable Faith. 
Ok each of theſe in Order. 
43 to the Firſt, Any Body that reads this 
| Letter with the leaſt Attention, will eaſily 
perceive, that he is guilty of an arrant jg#0- 
rantia elenchi > For, who ſees not that his 
Arguments there adduced, , do only prove, 
That it is an unfit Thing for God to command 
| Abraham to offer up his Son, with an Inten- 
| tion it ſhould be obeyed 2 And who's deny- 
ing that? But, by what ſtrange Kind of 
Conſequence does it follow, That his com- 
manding it, with an Intention it ſhould not be 
| obeyed, will be the ſame? Strange, that 
4 there's no Difference between them at all! 
Are they ſo preciſely the ſame, that if one . 
proy'd, the other is proved too. 
Axp thus he blends theſe two together, 
taking no Notice of the Difference upon which 
the whole Matter depends: And having, witg 
aà mighty Apparatus and a-doe, provd at 
Longum, what no Body denies; thinks he os | 
done wonderful Fates. 
Bv r ſurely, if they be different; his "FM 
ſoning for ene, can never affect the other. 
And, that they are fo, I appeal to any im- 
partial: Man, that is not devoid of all Reaſon, 
and can make any Diſtinction between Light 
and Darkneſs, Black and White, or any two 
Oppoſites, it there be not as great a Difference 


®.. 
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between * God's commanding at to of: 


fer up his Son Iſaac; with an Intention it ſhould 
be} done, and his commanding it with an In- 
tention it ſhould not be done, as between its be- 
aug done, and not done. And the Reaſon is plain, 
becauſe its being done or not done, infallibly 
follow his. intending or not intending it. 80 
that his intending is equal to its bezng done, 
and his not intending, to its not being done. 
. Wherefore it follows, that there is as great a 
Difference between his intending and not in- 
. tending, as between its being done and ot 
done: And therefore, if the doing. it, which 
is equal to God's intending it, be unfit, I can- 
not ſee how the not doing it, which is equal 
to his t intending it, can be unfit too. Ergo 
not unfit in God to command Abraham to of- 
_ -ſet up his. Son, provided it be with the Deſign 
it ſhould not be obeyed; tho'it might be un- 


it to command the ſame, with a Deſign it 


Ae be obeyed. 


I he had taken Notice of that Diſtincti- 
. and adapted his Arguments to that Mem- 
ber of it which is in Queſtion, he had done 


ſomething to the Purpoſe: But, to conclude, 
. that becauſe one Thing was 10 and ſo, that 


; | therefore, a Thing different from it, will be 
1 1 A | that 
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4151 have. ſaid God's s 3 becauſe the 8 
will not hold, with Reſpect to Man, whoſe Intention, 
i. e. Aim, docs not always follow his Actions. 


825 tag, is to me WES That, _beoguſe, 
a Thing is unfit in one Reſpect, it muſt be ſo 
in another Reſpect, is terrible Reaſoning, and 
deſerves a particular Animad verſion. Gan he 
find no Diſtinction, no Difference in the World, 


between God's commanding with a Deſign it 


| ſhall not be obeyed, and with! a Defign it hall 


be obeyed ? If he does ſee a Difference, how 
comes he to make his Arguments for the one 
conclude for the other? If he tees 70 „ ie 
rence, his Caſe is to be pitied. 

Bur, 24H, It is ſaid, © For God to com- 
« mand what he does not intend ſhould be o- 
«  beyed; would be Diſingenuity in the moſt 
« extenſive Senſe, arid not fo be aſcrib'd to the 
«© moſt upright Being. ade ; 

I cannot very, ts: ac 1 a 
Command can be the Subjeti-matter of Diſin- 
genuity: A Man may be ſaid to do, or act, or 


ſpeak diſingeniouſly, but how a Man can be So 


{aid to command diſingeniouflly, i is pretty odd, 
and is what I don't remember to have met 
with, neither in Reading nor Converſation. 
Why, no doubt, becauſe God did not tell A 
braham, that he was.not defi gn'd the Com- 
mand ſhould be executed, but was only to 


try him, quaſe dixiſſet, GO now Abraham, 


offer up your Son Jaac, that I may be ſatiſ- 
fied of your Allegiance, and Readineſs to obey 
me, by your ſacrificing what is near and dear 


unto you, even your Son Iſaac, to my Will 


W "nb 
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aid Pleaſufe; gs we Nee you ſhould 
actually do ſo, but only want to try you. 
This would be very ingenious in this Genle- 
man's Account; and indeed I cannot deny 
but it would, and very much Nonſenſe too; 

and yet. this is the very Thing he pleads for, 
at the Bottom of the 41ſt, and Head of the 
42d Page; which is, ena ſpeaking, ri- 
disulous, without a Parallel. 

T have ſhewn above, that, in the Inſtance 
before us, God was not acting againſt the 
Fitneſs. of Things, and how then can he be 
ſaid to have been acting diſingeniouſly, unleſs 
we can ſuppoſe, that he may do what is fit 
and reaſonable, and yet be diſingenious in 
doing ſo? 
Dis 1nGENviTyY has always 2 bad In- 
tenſion for its End; and when it has not, ceaſes 
to be Difingenuity. But not to wrangle 
about Words, which are nothing in them- 
ſelves, but as they are Signs or Symbols, for 
conveying our Ideas to others, the Thing itſelf 
s plain, that God deſign'd to try Abraham, 
al whether you ſhall call it Black or White, 
or any other Word or Sign whatſoeyer, where- 
by it may be known, it is certain the Name 
will never alter the Nature of the Thing 
and make it unworthy of God, if the Thing, 
itſelf is otherwiſe ; and that it is ſo, may be il- 
luſtrated by a very familiar Example, exactly 
parallel to the preſent Caſe, If a Maſter, to 


try 
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try the Honeſty a He” Integrity of his NE 
ſhould make a Shew of profering him a certain 
Sum of Money, to bear falſe Witneſs, in a Cauſe 
whereof he was to be an Evidence; and let 
us ſuppoſe he accepts, would any Body in 
their Senſes ſay, the Servant was ngenions, 
becauſe he defign'd to do what he promis'd, 
i. e. to perjure himſelf; and the Maſter, on 
the contrary, Ai engenious, for making a Shew 
of what he did not intend; and yet, would he 
not rather have been fo, had he: bes in Ear- 
neft, in as much as he would have been clan- 
deſtinely wronging his Neighbour, by wree 
ſting. Juſtice againſt him, and thereby depri- 
ving him of his Right, in a moſt unfair un- 
derhand Dealing. And if this be what we 
are to underſtand by theſe Words, then ſhall 
J put it in my Litam, and pray that I may al- 
ways have the Character of a Aiſingenious Man. 
Bur it may be ſaid, What needed God 
tempt Abraham, did he not know what was 
in 2 and what would be the Event of ſuch 
a Trial? It may be as well ſaid, Why does 
God put Men on a Probation State at all? 
Why does he ſend them into this World, to 
ſee their Behaviour, and to reward them ac- 
cordingly ? Did he not know what it would 
be, before he put it to the Trial? The Rea- 


ſons for which may be theſe, or the like, fol- 


lowing, 
"I " W don't find that God puniſhes 


or 


"Ti 54. 

or- wat: Men. for ar 8 N * 
dene, but for what they actually have done. 

« adh, Tr ar ſuch as have the Principles 
of ue and Holineſs rooted in them, may 
have Opportunity for putting them forth in- 
to Action, and bringing forth the Fruits there | 
of unto everlaſting, Life. . | 

344, THAT thoſe which are appfoved, 
or diſapproved of, may be made manifeſt, 
1. Cor. xi. 19. 

- athly, Goop Men may be. "tried. and 5 
leſt upon Record for a good Example, that o- 
thers may be thereby encouraged to behaye 
ſo in like Circumſtances. i | 

PAGE goth, © How, ſays he, did God 
«tempt Abraham? The Apoſtle James tells us 
0e . ob That God tempts no Man.” 1 
am ſurpris d he does not know there may be 
two Species of Temptation; the one from God, 
to trie Men for Reaſons ſuch as above, the "3s 
ther ſrom the Devil, deſigning to ſeduce to. 
Nn. 5 
131 8. a little downward, he ſays, 

«Tis abſurd to think he will try Experi- 

“ments upon his own Creatures. ask bim, 

What elſe is God's Deſign in ſending Men in- 

to the World? Ih it not to try their Beha- 
viour, and to deal with them accordingly. ?, 

Unhcard of Stupidity, and only worthy of 
the Author of the Anonymous Pampblet, to 
ſay, God will not oy” Experiments on his 
| 5 Creatures, 

t! 


83 — 
Creatures, when every Body, but che ah 
Author, knows that che State we are now in, 


is one continued Experiment, from Beginning to 
End. There is no End of Abfurdities, when 


* 


they are once begun; and People, I ſee, will 
rather advance them, than have nothing to * 
againſt Revelation. 


I come now to ſpeak. | to the laſt Thing 


urg' d under this Head, vis. © That, tho%it 


ce ſhould be allow'd me, that God's eommand- 
« ing Abraham to offer | up his Son, was not un- 


9 fir as being done with an Intention not to 


« be obeyed; yet to. Abraham, who did 
« not ſee the Deſi ign, to him it muſt appear 


K unfit. How then, may it be ſaid, could he 


« imagine God the Author of that which was 


« unfit? Or, if he ſhould, how could he be 


8 juſtified for complying with an unjuſt and 


e cruel Thing, ſeeing the Will of God does 


« not alter the Nature of Things? | 
THE Argument adduced on this Head up- 


| poſes, That Abraham was throughly convin- 


ced of the Unfitneſs of the Thing: That he 


ated upon the Principle already laid down, 
viz, That the Fitneſs and Unfitneſs of Things, 


depend not upon the Will or Command of God, 
but are the Cauſe of it. If any one indeed 


could make out this, he might bid fair to 


carry it; but, on the contrary, it is a great 
deal more than probable, that AbrabamaQed 
from the quite W Principle, and was 


wt. 


: armly 
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firmly perſuaded, That God's bare command- 


ing a Thing, made it juſt and reaſonable to 
be done. Can we doubt, that if he thought 
the Unreaſonableneſs of the Thing, but he 
would have had ſome Expoſtulation at leaſt, 
with God concerning it. We ſee how warmly 
be pled at the Overthrow of Sodom and Co- 
morrah, that the Righteous might not ſuffer 
with the Wicked. Shall not the Judge of all 
. the Earth do Right? And yet not ſay one 
Word in a Cauſe, in which he was a thouſapd 
Times more nearly concern'd. Had it eyer 
enter d into his Head, that there was any Un- 
fitneſs in the Caſe, would he that had ſo 
| great Aa Regard. for Fitneſs and Juſtice at o- 


wer Times, forget it now, eſpecially when it 


3440 


Vas the ſame Abraham that he was at the 
Deſtruction of Sodom, and what a tender Re- 
gard does he ſhew there, for Juſt and Right, 
expoſtulates the Matter very warmly, and in- 
fiſts much upon it; and we may cafily ſuppoſe P 
be had as great a Reſpect for Juſtice as ever, n 
and would be more ready to urge it now than | ſi 
| - before, as having better Reaſon. Shall I, 7 
-who was . inſtrumental in bringing aac, my || tt 
dear Taac into the World, fend him out of it ar 
blceeding under his Father's Hands, even L If 
ſaac my Joy, my only Son, the Son of Pro- m 
miſe, in whom . 
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| 
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end: My 


bloody Tragedy? 


Blood of Iſaac, who never did nor wiſh'd me 


Harm? —— But has ever been the Health of 


my Countenance, my Joy, my Life. — And, 


to crown all, the 'Thing unfit, unjuſt, anieg= 


ſonable to be done, unworthy of God to com- 


mand, and of me to yieldObedience. I ſay, could 
ever any Man, that is not devoid of all that 


bears the leaſt Reſemblance to Reaſon, imagine 
that Abraham would have fail'd to have urg d 
ſomething of the Unreaſonableneſs ofthe Thing, 


had he not been firmly perſwaded in his Mind, 


that God's commanding it was ſufficient to 
make it fit and reaſonable. Abraham, I fan- 
cy, was not well ſeen in Logic, knew little of 


Mode or Figure, and as little of Mathematics ; 


he was not ſo good a Reaſoner as this Gentle- 
man, and ſo could not ſo well diſcover whether 
the Will of God was the Cauſe of Fitneſs, or 
Fitneſs the Cauſe of the Will of God. Nor 
need we be ſurpriſed he ſhould haye acted from 
ſuch a Principle, ſince, even at this Day, tho 


Learning be come ſuch a prodigeous Length, 


there are not wanting enow who do the ſame; 


and, for ought I know, the Vill of God cau- 


ſing the Fitneſs of 'Things, and not vice verſa, 


End be a Tenet of NE Folks to the World's 
1 5 | 


of 


Life 8 book: up in his; ; —and,, 0 
lamentable! am I to be the Actor in that 
- Will no leſs ſerve? 
— MuftI Abe my Hands in the innocent 
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O, 24h, We may ſuppoſe Mrabom word 
take up with the moſt obyious Reaſoning: He 
was fully ſatisfied God was an infinitely. good 
and righteous Being; that he would not com- 


mand any Thing that was cruel or unfit; and 
therefore, acqu ieſced in his Command that it 
was fit, tho he might, not be able to . e where 
in it conſiſted. 

Or, 34h, Genin: God's "Ways. are: incom- 
prehenſible, and his Judgments a great Depth, 


8 6 « 


are too high ſor us, we cannot attain unto. 


them, high as Heaven, what. can we do? 


Deep as Hell, what can we know! 2 "This Mea- 


ſure thereof longer than the Earth,and broader 
than the Sea; For, as the Heavens are in 


Height above the Earth, ſo are his Ways a- 


hove our Ways, and his Thoughts. wr our 
Thoughts. Great and maxvellous are thy 
74 O Lord God Alwighty, juſt and true 


are thy. Ways. thou King of Saints, who 
would not ſear thee? Thou art wiſe in-Copn- 


ſel, and wonderful in working. Thon doeſt 


What thou will'ſt among the Armies of Hea- 


ven, and the Inhabitants of the Earth, and 
none can flay thy Hand, or ſay unto,thee, 


what docſt thou. Thou art not ſponſible ſor 
what thou doeſt, nor oblig d to give Reaſons 


of. thy Conduct to any. For why, all Na- 


tions are before thee as Nothing, yea, leis than 
Nothing and Vanity. We are as the Drop of 
the Bucket, and as — — ſmall Duſt inf the Ra- 
805 Foor purbl ind Creatures of Yeſterday, 

| and 


mis >. +.AA4 


5 om tends ood 


Cn © aA AO woo an -- m©i ͥf ... 


and T7 not COOL To-morrow ; "whole | 
Knowledge turns within art excreding contra- 
Ked Sphere, and's pent up within very narrow 
Bodnds and Limits. We know not the very 
Things we ate moſt converſant in, not can cocm- 
prehend the Eſſence of the ſeaſt Inſect. We 
Kno not the Reaſon of almoſt an y Thing: "The! 
con of the Flux and Reflux of the Sea bid us 
Defiance; and if we ſay, the Atraction of the 
Moon, the Quettion recurs, How is this Art fa. 
Fon, and what is the Reaſon thereof? The 
Cauſe of the Altfattion of the Magnet puzzles 
us, we ate confounded and amaz d. And where's 
the Man can aſſign the Reaſon of Aurora borea- 
lis, or capræ fa, antes? Let him declare it, if 
he knows. All that have been given, ate 
mere Conjectures, rediculous and abſurd. What 
occaſions the Pulſation of the Arteries ? If it 
be ſaid the Syſtole and Diaſtole of the Heart, 
what nearer are we to our Purpoſe, for hat 
is the Reaſon thereof; and how is it petform'd? 4 
If it ſhall be aſſign'd for a Cauſe, That the 
Acceſſion of new Blood into the Heart mixing 
with the the old, like Leaven, cauſes a Fer- 
mentation and Repletion, whereby the Heart 
is neceſſarily dilated all at once; but this de- 
pends upon, and ſuppoſes a Circulation and 
Motion in the Blood; and whence is this hic 
I bor bor opus eſt. Now, if we ſuppoſe AMra- 
bam was in "the leaft ſenſible of his own, No- 
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FA CR 5 
"how: unequal. he was for en | 
God's eas, and graſping the Counſels of 8 
the Almighty; and on the other Hand, of 
the Perfection of the Deity, the Immenſity of 
his Nature, and Incomprehenſibility of his = 
vidence, which was impoſſible but he ſhould, 
it will not be hard to conceive, that Abra- 
ham might ſuppoſe, that God might have had 
ſome: Ends to be ſerv d by his offering up 1ſaac; 
ſome Providence or other to be brought about; 
ſome Deſigns which he knew nothing of. What 
did he know but that God, for a Reaſon un- 
known to him, Was to raiſe him from the Dead? 
Uron theſe and ſuch like Conſiderations, 
"Abraham might look upon himſelf in Duty 
bound to yield Obedience to the Divine Pre- 
cept, and, in that Caſe, he would be culpable, if 
he refuſcd Complyance, in as much as it would 
be acting againſt his Conſcience; for, tho the 
Thing were not fit in itſelf, yet to him that 
was petſwaded in his own. * Mind that it was io, 
to him it was fo. © | 
Tux Apoſtle Band, in he a: Chapterof 
his Epiſtle to the Romans, has been at great 
Pains, and ſpends no leſs than a whole Chapter, 
in ſhewing that God principally regards the 
Intention of the Agent, more than the mate- 
rial Action itſelf. We are told, that tho! all 
Creatures of God are good, if they be received 
with Thankſgiving, and nothing to be refuſed; 
yer, if a weak * who is not Fam 
26:66" 


18 
n 


"or 190 
of this, ſhould eat *, he is 3 becauſe he 
| eaterh- not of Faith +:: For, tho nothing be 
unclean of itſelf; yet to him that eſteemeth 
any Thing to be unclean, to him it is unclean; 
for, whatioever is not of Faith is Sin: And 
Ver. 22. Happy is he that condemneth not 
himſelf in that Thing which he allowetn. 
No w, if Abraham believed it was fit to 
viel Obedience'to the Divine: Precept, to him 
that believed it was ſo, to him it was ſo; and 
to have omitted it, would have been omitting 
what he took to be his Duty, and would be 
equivalent to omitting his Duty. Ergo, Abra- 
bam, in acting according to his Conſcience, and 
the Perſwaſion of his Mind, in offering up 
Tſaac,was ſo far from being culpable in As 
it, that he would have og ſo, if he had done 
otherwiſe. It could not chuſe but be very ac- 
ceptable and well pleaſing to God, that Abra: 
ham was ready to ſacrifice what was ſo near 
and dear unto him, and did not with-hold from 
him his Son,even his Son Iſaac; whereby he ex- 
erted an extraordinary Faith in God, in his com- 
ply ing ſo readily with a Precept chat went fo, 
much croſs the Grain, and was like plucking out 
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the right Eye, or cutting off the right Arm; be- | 
ing fully perſwaded, that God would ampiy re- | 
x wary His FORCES 1 not i in ls Life, in a 2 


* Rem. xiv, ar 25. + Thid, Vs: . 14. 114. e. Obs to doi it. 
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; Hit Notion of a Succeſſion of idens, in 
the Mind of the "Divinity, c confuted, 
Due Animadver fot ang on Eh: occa- 

| 2 bis Argument as gainſt the Poſ- 

.  fabulzty of an infinite . id; 3' further Re- 

1 on it, as eee inte a 
parte ante, and a parte poſ His 

deaſon for our Syſtem's . 18 created 

* uch a certain: Iime, and not ſaner 


or later, aud for its being tuate in one 7 
Part of Fpace, rather than in any o other, 


9 31 with ſeveral, otherT bigs... 


J AVI G fu ly ſpoke, to the chief Things, 
in ING fy concerning Revelation, I 
* ſhall now make ſome curſory Animad ver- 
fo ons, as Things happen to occur in my Way. 

Page, Sth. It will perhaps be ſaid, © « That 


nt g 


« God, from all Eternity, perceived every 


0e Thing, with all its Actions and Modifica- 
« tions, as preſent with him; and that there 
« fore there can be no Succeſſion of Ideas in his 


« Mind, nor no Commencement of particular 
« Thoughts. Io this I anſwer, That God 


ey as * * * and if 
g Wo there 


was 
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| / 63 1 J a | 
oats 1s Sars of Things or Ac 9 
« in Nature, 1 gra — ho... be no Suc- 
« ceſſion of ray in his Mind: 2 if, in this 
LIaſtant I am writing, and do intend half an 
« Hour hence to give over, if I continue to 
« write till that Period, I hope. he does not 
« perceive that I have given it over, when, in 
« Fact, I have not. There is ſo much of Bu- 
ration to paſs (if { can be allowed fo to 
« ſpeak ) zefore I give over; and as I am wri- 
« ting in every Point or Inftant of that Dura- 
tion, he muſt, in every Point or Inſtant of 
« jt, perceive that I am writing; and likewiſe, 
cg that I give it over, juſt when I do fo, and 
« not before. Thus far he. To which I an- 
ſwer, that we have no Way left us to know 
how God perecives, but only this, That it 
muſt needs be after the moſt perfect Manner ; 
— whether a Succeſſion of Ideas be that or. 
not, J ſhall leave it to any Body to judge. 
© Qu & Succeſſion of Ideas is the Conſequence 
of our Imperfection, and proceeds from the Fi- 
niteneſs of our Minds. Many Things diſtract 
us, and becauſe we are not able to advert. to 
many Objects at one Time, are obliged to con- 
nder them ſucceſſi Fvely, one aſter another: 
But who dare ſay it is fo with God? Is he 
ſtraitned within Limits, and do Boundaries de- 
: termine his Eſſence? 18 he infinite in Know- 
: ledge, and yet oblig d to Man s s imperſe Way 
a es a 
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2 N -Doabe: all er ab 1-Rinks of Beivgs 


| bave a Way peculiar to them of f 
Ideas; and their Manner of Pe 


from abſolute Perfection. We know how Men 
come by their Ideas, that we have them all 


from Experience of. Things without, by the 


Means of Senſation and Reftection. A Roſe, 
for Inftapce, exhibites an Idea in my-Mind of 


ſuch a certain Smell, Colour and Shape, Sc. 
occaſion'd by certain. Muvia, that — 


and anone emitted from the Roſe, by their 


different Size, Figure and Motion adapted to 
different Organs of Senſation: Thoſe acco- 
modated to swel, by their peculiar Bulk, 
Action and Configuration, ſtriking the olfa- 


Rory. Nerves; which Motion, by their Means, 
being cobvey d to the Senſory in the Brain, 
whence all Nerves are deriv'd, and have their 
Original, excites in my Mind ſuch a particular. 
Senſation, which is denominated by the Smell 
of.a Roſe. And in like Manner do we re- 


ceive the Ideas of the otherQualities;: tho, ho-] 
theſe ¶Muvia ſtriking upon the Nerves, ſhould 


eret come to excite ſuch Senſations in the 
Mind; or, how any Thing that is Matter can 


act upon that which is immaterial, we do not 


know. TwWas this Difficulty made Male- 


rauche have Recoufſe to that unheard of ab- 
ſurd Hypotheſis, of ſeeing all Things in God, 


and for which Mr. Locke very july laſhes- 


hime.. But to return, Wuao 


thing their 


CEPEION differs, 
according as they approach nearer, or recede 
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 : »Ww'o can be ſo abſurd as to ſay, that o- 
ther Beings get their Ideas after the ſame Man- 
ner. Angels perceive after a different Manner 
from us, and, for ought we know, from one a- 
nother, according to their Orders and Hierar- 
chies: Since all Creatures Perception ſeem to 
tiſe to abſolute Perfection, in Proportion as 
they riſe one above another in the Scale of 
Exiftance; and God, who is at an infinite Di- 
ſtance remoy'd from the higheſt Hierarehy, 
no doubt perceives in a Manner infinitely more 
perfect, which 1 will never be brought to 
think, knowing by Succeſſion zs, If I intend 
to write half an Hour, would not God already, 
even at the Beginning of that half Hour, have 
a Perception of my writing for the Space of 
half an Hour, and of my writing in every In- 
ſtant of that Portion of Duration? And if he 
has already perceiv'd, in an Inſtant, at the Be- 
ginning, what need he wait for the Perception 
ol it by a long Succeſſion of Ideas? But if he 
did not then perceive it, then he does not per- 
ceive what is future, which is abſurd, 
Ix he fay he perceiv'd a Succeſſion both be- 
fore and in the Time of my writing, I main- 
| tain that he had the Perception of it from all 
Eternity, before I began, and dw when I am 
writing, and that he comprehended it in every 
Iaſtant of that infinite Duration; ſo that he 
views all Things together ano intuitu, which, 
methinks, is very unlike a Succeſſon. 
— Wn 11 Y»9 oO. 


of 


As AN, God Lad knows, all 1 ſor 
mul G ſemel, or he does not; if he does not, 
there may be Things paſt and preſent that he 
has no Idea of; 3: and there may be Things to 
come that he does not perceiye, and jo would 
be ignorant of many Things paſt, preſent and 
future, which no Body that acknowledges a 
God at all, will 8 3 but if he per- 
ceives-/i wiul & ſemel, then it is plain he does 
not perceive by Succeſſion, for that would be 
a Contradiction in ferminis f 

THERE is another Abſurdity would follow 


from a Succeſſion in the Mind of the Deity, 


1 


v. That God would take up as great a Space 
ia framing the Ideas of Things, as the Things 


themſel ves do in exiſting; ſo that, by thee 


MNleans, God would be near 6oooYearsi in ſorming | 
his Idea of all the Things that were to happen 


in our Syſtem. Now, before it exiſted, had he 


the Idea of what was to happen in it in one I. 
fam, or in framing the Idea, took he, up the 
Space of 6000 Years? If he comprehended it 


in an Inftant before it exiſted, what binders 


him now to do the ſame, and to have the Idea 
ol paſt, preſent and to come, before him at one 


View in every Inſtant of that Space of Dura- 


tion which. our Syſtem takes up? But if he 


had not an inſtantaneuus Idea of it, but a ſuc- 


© ceffve, 'twouid follow, that when, in his Fore- 
knowledge of what was to happen i in our 8y- 
m— he had arfiy'd at the Events of 3900 


| 0 


Fears, 


% 


5 00 9 


Pa 3 
2 er > 


ee {ENT 
Years, ne could not have in bis Mind, at bang” 


very fame Time, a Perception of the Events 
that were to bappen a thouſand Years aſter, 


or” fo, becauſe that would be making him 
Live: the Perception of two Things in his 


Mind at one Time, which were to ſucceed one 


inother at a thouſand Years Diſtance, which 


would Be inſtantanc us Percefiions andi is what 
[ plead for. | 


PAGE ff. and ſome Pag es aſter, he at- 
gues from the Goodnęſs of God, and the Fit- 


neſs of the Thing, for God's creating Syſtems 
from all Eternity, and becauſe he thinks the 
ſuppoſing . him to have been always, making - 
Creatures, and making them happy, gives Men 


fa more exalted Idea of him, than the ſu uppoling 6 
about 
$6060 Years ago, but exiſted a whole Eternity 


that he never produc'd any Thing, till 


by himſelf; and then Page 6th, ſhews the Im- 


poffibility for God to Wy. an infinite Woild, 
and his Reaſoning ſtands thus. | 


Ari impoſſible to make an W World, 95 


©becaufe, as it requires not greater Power 


te annihilate any Particle of Matter, than it 
did to create it at firſt, we will ſuppoſe 


(c that God ſhould annibilate one of the Par- 


* ticles of which this infinite World is com- 


pos d, then would it be leſs than it was be- 


fore by this one Particle; and if, before the 
Annihilation of the Particle, it was infinite, 
9 Lit cannot be ſo aſter, unleſs we ſuppoſe, that 
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& Bis <Tofinity of the ſame Kind can be leſs than 
«© Another, which is abſurd; ſo that it was on- 


« ly infinite before, by the Addition of Unity 


4 to a determined Quantity, which 1 is a _ 


cc tradiction. 5 


Wu o would have thought, That: any van 
of the leaſt RefleQion, would ever have been 


at ſo much Pains, to throw down his own 


Hypotheſis, and deftroy, with one Hand, what 
he Rad built up with another? Is he not ap- 
pris d, That when he proves the Impoſſibility 
of an infinite World, he, at the ſame Time, 
proves the Impolſibility of an Eternity of 
Worlds? If he had ever, or if he will give 

himſelf the Trouble of reading that Chapter 
of Mr. Lock's incomparable Eſſay upon the 
Humane Underſtanding, where a Parallel is 
run between Duration and Space, he would 
have been ſenſible of the fatal Conſequence of 
his Argument: Sol can't ſee that his Ar- 


gument there does not equally conclude a- 


gainſt the Poſſibility of an Eternal, or Eter- 


nity of Worlds. And much the ſame Way 


of Reaſoning, might be made ute of *gainkt 
Eternity it ſelf. 


«* Every Body miſt © own, T bat before 1 
MW: 7 — to exiſt, there had been an E- 


5 terniey 
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NY nuten ro have met with this, in ſome of Mr. Auer 8 
Pieces] I think, in his Evidences of the YO Relig on. 
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« ternity * Duration already 8 1 N 
if to this we add that Space which has Gnce 
« jnterceded, being near 6000 ears, it will 
« make 6000 Years more than Eternity, which 
« is abſurd, 

Ad AI N, no Body can denn; « That there 
is no + Point in Eternity, that has not been 
once preſent: For, the very Notion of its 
being paſo implies it to have been once pre- 
« ſent: But, what has been once preſent, 
« muſt be removed at a certain determinate 
« Diſtance, and what is removed at a certain 
determinate Diſtance, tho' it ſhould be hugely 


great, is not Bees A nothing Eter- | 


* nal.“ 92 0 

Warn. we come to ſpeak of 133 of 
any Kind, we mire ourſelves, and are ds 
Fn Difficulties, out of which, we are not 
able to extricate ourſclves, loſt in. endleſs 
Mages, and bewilder'd, in vaſt; winding La- 
byrinths, becauſe. it is not an adequate 1 
ject for any finite Creature. And no Won- 
der, if we don't comprehend it, for, if we 
ſhould, it would ceaſe to be infinite. This 
ſnould teach us Humility, and not to be wiſe 


aboye what is written, eſpecially in Things 


that are not the Proper Ob felt of our W 
VX 
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| 4 Pur Syſtem inthe Place of Point, and you have the ſame 
Argamegy againſt any Sy tom” o being Gem 
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toft; but not of a parte ante, becauſe the one is 
potential, whileſt the other is actual. Now, 
we may frame an Idea of a poſſible or potenti- 
al Eternity thus, * Having got the Idea of 
* a” certain Portion of Duration, ſuppoſe a 


« Million of Tears, or fo, I can multiply or 
« 24d that to itſelf; or to another Space of 
Puration, and repeat it, without ever con- 
« ceiving in my Mind, any End of ſuch a 
« Multiplication or Addition.” But I cannot 
have an Idea of actual Eternity, becauſe that 
ſuppoſes me to comprehend an Infinite 2ctu- 
aliter, whereas the other being but potential, 
ſuppoſes me only to comprehend a Peſſibiliiy 


of Eternity or Duration that is ever to con- 


tinue, without ever ending i in an actual Eter- 


wity; which is to fay, we can have an Idea of 
an Infinity of Time, tho we cannot of a Time 


infinite; hence the one is not ſuſceptible ofthe © 


ſame Abſurdities with the other: For, ſap- * 
poſe even now is a potential Eternity, and + 
reckoning backwards to the Beginning '6f the hg 
Creation, being 6000 Years, which if it ſhall be 


ſaid,being added, will make ſo much more than 


Eternity. But more than what Eternity pray? 
Why, only more than an Eternity in potentia, 


which is only a Duration which is never to come 
to 


\ 
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14 
to an End, but always, to be ** g. Abd 
What's the Abſurdity i in ſuppoſing an Addition 
made to that which is, every Iaſtant, aug- 
menting and receiving Addition? Whereas 
the other is altogether inconceivable. IJufinjty 
act is too high for Finites to conceive. | 
All then can be ſaid of it, We have an Idea 
of that Duration we are to exiſt in, and is de- 
ſtin'd for us, but can have no Idea of that 
which is appropriated to God, and to bn 
only. 8 
Bu x to return: By the Suppoſition of eter⸗ 
nal Creations, he thinks, he can beſt Account 
for the Reaſon Why our Syſtem was created at 
ſuch a Time, and not at any other Time, and 
why plac'd in ſuch a Part of Space, rather than in 
another, which he does aſter this Manner, We 
. « ſee, ſays he, what a great Dependance © 
„ Planetsof our own Syſtem have upon the Sun, 
e and upon one another, ſo, why may not the 
« the Creation of dne Syſtem, make the Crea- 
00 tion of another neceſſary, as the Creation of 
<« our Planets, makes the Creation of the Sun 
« neceſſary ; - So the ſucceſſive Creati- _ 
ons of Syſtems, from Eternity, might have 
te made it fit, that ours ſhould be made when 
- « jt was, and not at any other Time, and that 
L it ſhould. poſſeſs a certain Place of Space, 
« rather than another.? 
Bor this Reaſon, if we examine Things S 
more Arialy, mor take. a nearer Yr we 


* ; 
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7 To 
2 7 7 
ö ſhall 6nd, that it is eq wy 176 ſay ping nating 
at all; is only a Shifting. about of the Queſtion 
- to amuſe careleſs ſuperficial Heads; and that 
it is no more, will appear upon the very Foot 
of his own Reaſoning. 
Fox, if Space cannot be filled with Worlds, 
(as he proves it cannot, in the above cited 
Page but the Syſtem, or Syſtems he' contends 
for, do only occupy and take up a determi- 
nate and certain Portion of infinite Space, 
then muſt it of Neceſſity follow, That there 
- will ſtill remain beſides, an Iuane or Space in- 
finite, void of all Bodies or Syſtems whatſve- 
ver. Now, if the Queſtion ſhall be put, Why 
this, or any other particular Syſtem, was 
created at the Time it was created at, and not 
18 any other Time, later or ſooner, or why ſitu- 
ate in ſuch a Place of Space rather than in a- 


my other, and the Anſwer be made, That 


its Relation to other Syſtems, made ſucli a 
Time and Poſition neceſſary, the Queſtion re- 
curs, Why were the other Syſtems ſo fituated ? 
For, whatever Number of Syſtems we ſhall 
ſuppoſe to exiſt together at one Time, few or 
many, all one which, ſince they only occupy, 
or take up a certain Portion of Space, the 
| Queſtion, in that Caſe, may be, Why are a// 
: thee. Syſtems (taken together, and complexly 
1 ſituate in ſuch a Part of Space, 
rather than in any other? It cannot be ſaid, 


heir Relation to other en determined it 


3 
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"i becauſe 8 are all uppos'd to be taken 
into the Account. If it be ſaid, the preceed- 
ing Syſtem or 5 made ſuch a Time and 
Situation neceſſary to the Conſequent, the 
Queſtion recurs in infinitum, Why was the 
precedent Syſtem, or Syſtems, ſituate in ſuch 
à Place of infinite Space, and not in another? 
TE Anſwer to theſe, I think, may be 
very eaſily given, without having Recourſe 
to the Suppoſition of other Syſtems, in order 
to determine our Syſtem's Poſition, and Time 
of Commencement, and Continuance of Exi- 
ſtance: For, tho I ſhould not impugn what 
is there advanced, concerning the Eternity of 
Creations, and be as far as any Man from de- 
nying what would exalt our Idea of the Good- 
neſs of God; yet 1 belie ve, I ſhou!d find na 
great Difficulty i in imagining a Poſſibility for 
our Syſtem to exiſt, even tho there ſhould be 
no 5 beſides itſelf: For, let us ſuppoſe 
all Things annihilated, I ask, whether it 
would be in God's Power to create a Cone, 
Pyramide, Cylinder, or any other ſolid Pi- 
gure, regular or irregular, of any Matter 
whatſome ver? And why it ſhould not be 
within the Compaſs of infinite Power, I know 
not; ſeeing it neither implies a Contradiction, 
nor yet an TmperfeQion i in the Agent: And 
then, if it exiſt at all, it muſt, of Neceſſity, 
have its Ui and Quando, to ſpeak with the. 
7 Schools, that 15, it exiſt in — 


s 7 74 . f N 
Place ot W ide 85 ace or ather;; 1 ma be cre- 
ated at ſome one Time: And ſince the Exiſtence 
of other Things, is not neceſſary in order to deter- 
mine the ſaid Figure's Place and Time, why 
ſhould the Suppoſition of other Syſtems be neceſ- 
ary to determine our Syſtem's Place and Time. 
Tux very judicious and leamed Dr. Samuel 
Clark, in the Papers that palſs'd between him 
and Leibnits, tells us, That if Things are of 
an indifferent Nature, as in the Caſe before 
us, God's Pleaſure is ſufficient to determine. 
But, with all Deference to that very ingenious 
; | Author, I beg Leave toobſerve, That we can 
have no Conception, how there can poſſibly 
be Pleaſure: or Will, except there be ſome- | - 
thing that is the Reaſon or Cauſe of that! 
- Pleaſure'; and what Reaſon, or Cauſe can 
there be in a State of abſolute Indifferency? 
Verdi cauſa, if God ſhould make two Globes 
; preciſely equal in every Reſpect, to be ſituat- 
ed in the infinite Space, what ſhquld make 
God pleaſe, that ſuch a one ſhould be plac d 
- before or aſt, and not the other? Their Re- 
lation to one another, can never make him 
pleaſe it, becauſe they are preciſely equal and 
alike; nor yet the Relation to other Things, 
hecauſe, according to the Hypotheſis, they are 
 Tuppos'd to exiſt alone in the vaſt Hane. 1 
take the Matter then plainly to be this, That 
Place and Time are the Conſequents of. Ex- 
iſtence; ſor, if a Thing exiſt at all, it muſt 
hayc 


have its Ub; and ud undd, ſome where, and at 
ſome Time or other; and if the Relation it 

bears to other Things, don't determine the 
Place and Time, it matters not whether it po- 
ſeſs this Place of Space cr that, and if 525 
Place, it cannot poſſeſs another, for impoſſibile 
eft idem eſſe in pluribus locis ſimul, fo that if 
Poſition and Time, of any certain Thing, be 
abfolutely indifferent, there can be neither 


Pleaſure nor Diſpleaſure, exerted about its Po- 


ſition or Time, tho' there muſt be about its 
being created or not created, becauſe there 
will be Reaſons for it being g «created or not, 
and this lays a Foundation for Will or Plea- 
ſure. And thus the Goodneſs of God was 
the Reaſon or Cauſe, why he was pleaſed, or 
why he willd to create our Syſtem, tather than 
the contrary, that he might thereby commu- 
nicate that Goodneſs to Beings ſuſceptible of 
it: But, as to its Poſition in Space, or Time 
of Creation, they being Things indifferent, 
there could be no Pleaſure exerted about, 
them; for, to ſay that a Thing of abſolute 
Indifference whether it be this Way or that, 
ſhould yet pleaſe more, for being that Way, 
than the other, is very ſhoaking, and is a 
downright ContradiQion | jn Terms. 

- PAGE 32d, Paragraph 2d. He ſays, 
Sacrifices could not have been inſtituted at 
«firſt, by divine Appointment, fince they have 


. L endency! to cultivate a merciful Diſpo- 
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* bon of Mind, which is abſolutely neceſſary, 

ce if we would refemble the Deity.” And a 

little above, That they have no Connection 
«with the End propos d.. 

 TrrNGc's would appear quite otherwiſe, 


if we were to conſider the Deſign of Sacrifices 


under the Law; but as this would require a 


Volume, I ſhall Juſt ſuggeſt | a . or two 
9 their End. 


. ALL Things coins in the Cerimo=- 


nial Law, were Types and Figures of gocd 
Thinzs to come under the more ſpiritual Dit- 
penſation of the Goſpel: And Sacriſices, 
which. were a Part thereof, prefigur'd that 
great Sacrifice that was to be offer'd up once 
in the End of the World, for putting away 
Sin: And were delign'd to ſignity God's great 
Diſpleaſure, and Diſſatisfaction with Sin, its 
Contrariety to his holy Nature, who is of purer 
Eyes than to behold Iniquity, but with the 
utmoſt of Abhorrence and Deteſtation. And 
withal, to bear them in Mind, by a continued 
Series of bleeding Sacrifices,.of the Heinoutneſs 
and abominable Nature of Sin, which could 
not be atton'd for, without the ſheding of 
Blcod. And ſhoull this have no Tendency at 
all to prevent their Sinning ; yet one might 
think” the Inconveniency and Trouble of of- 


ferins up Sacriaces for ſuch and ſuch Sins, 


would have been ſome Reſtraint, had there 
been no other Thing in it. Should it Saslc'd, 


; why : 


IE 
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1 2 
* Cod took ſach a RA Method, Fits 
—_— he does now. TI anſwer, there may be 
many Reaſons, tho we do not know them, 
büt this, in the ſecond Place, might be 
one, Vis. That it is more than probable, that 
God, in giving them their Laws, had accom- 
modated himſelf to the G-nius of that Na- 
tion. Solon (I think it was) being asked, 
whether he had given the Atheniaus the beſt 
Laws. He anſwered, the belt they were 
capable of receiving, Every Body * knows 
any. Thing. of Hiſtory at. al, knows that the 
Jews were a heavy, dull, ſenſual People : 
So that they could never have brook'd a ſpi- 
ritual Diſpenſation, ſuch as that under TE 
Goſpel ; and no doubt, but God, who is di- 
rected by infinite Wiſdom in all his Actings, 


had an Eye to this, among other Things, in 5 


their Law of Ceremonies. 
Bur beſides, 34%, I take them to 1 


been a Law politic, inculcated upon the Jews, r. 


that by the Obſervation of a Law fo very dit- 
ferent from that of all other Nations of the 
Earth, they might be preſeryv'd a diſtinct Peo- 
ple, conſider d either as a Body civil or eccle- 
laſlic. 
AN p how the killing of Beaſts for Sacri- 
fices happens to be cruel, when ſo great Ends 
are brought about by it, and which redounds 
ſo much to Man's Advantage, which is the 
very Ead ol their Creation, am ata Loſs to 
Know. 


1 1 
know. It was not . fot our = ee the 
Autitype, ro die, but it is cruel for Beafts to 
dic, tho it be upon the ſame Account,” in or- 
der for filling up that Part of the Oeconomy of 
our Salvation, as it ſtood regulated'in the e- 
ternal Decree of Wiſdom and Goodnefs. kk 

Bur before T leave this, I muſt take No- 
— tice of a very barefacd Contradiction, upon 
the ſame Occaſion; here, he fays, God was 
not the firſt Inftituter of Sacrifices: and then, 
Page 53. he ſays his arguing will net bear ſuch 
an Inference, vi g. That God was not the Au- 
thor of the Moſaic Law, and for this he refers 
to the next Letter; but for my Part, I declare 
I am not ſharp enough ſighted to lee any ſuch 
Thing made out there, but rather the contra- 
Ty; : for all he does, is to invalidate the Cer- 
tainty of ſeveral Revelitions? and if this be 
making God the Author of the Moſaic Law, 
we a read him back ward, like a Dutch 
Almanac. 
PAGE, 65. He gay, God does not deal 
with us in a rational Way, but as Machines, or 
| Clock IF ork, if Reaſon is not permitted to de- 
termine tiue from falſe Revelation. | 
To which I anſwer, God deals with us af- 
ter a rational Way, when he does not over- 
rule our Actions by his Omnipotence, as he 
does the natural World, but governs us in tuch 
A Manner as is confiſtent with the Freedom of 
our Will, which lays the ſole Foundation, for 


Re- 


ewe Re TTY PA tho The Fo ly 
Creatures amongſt us, are ſo abſurd as to deny 
this: But to make the Truth of Revelation 
determined by imperfect, nay further, partial 


' biaſs'd Reaſon, -is not really acting in a ratio- 


"nal Way, becauſe it is conſidering a Man o- 
therwiſe than he is, namely, as a Being poſe 


ſeſs d of perfect Reaſon; for there may he 


many Things very fit and reaſonable, Which 


may appear otherwiſe to us; and this I can- 
not illuſtrate better, than by an old Jewiſh 


Fable, very à propos to the preſent Caſe. + | 


God, as the Story tells, call'd up Moſes to 
him into the Mount: He commanded him to 
caſt his Eyes towards the Plain, where ran:a 
cooling Spring of Water; a Man of the Mill- 
tary coming by, and. alighting to ſlack his 


"Thirſt in the gentle purling Stream, drop'd a a 
Bag of Money, and fo went off: A Boy c- 
ming after, found the Money, and went his 


Way. After all, an old Man had, by Acci- 
dent, ſet him down to reſt himſelf; and the 


Soldier miſſing his Money, immediately re- . 
> turn'd to the Place, where, finding none but 


the poor old Man, concluded that no other 
could have it but him; whereſote, notwith- 
ſtanding all the poor Man's Obteſtations to the 
cContrary, he "forthwith drew his Sword, and 
enſheatb'd it in his Bowels; w bereupon Mofes 
ſell on his Face, and cried. out; but God in- 
5 — him, and bade bim not be offended 

At 
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at" * * hap pened, for that this old Man 
had killed that Boy 's Father. 

Ap thus we find that bag: Reaſon, 
which cannot ſee all the Circumſtances of 
Things, may be prodigiouſly miſtaken, . But, 
that my Reaſoning upon this Head may. not 
be miſunderſtood, as tho! I would have People 
_ diſclaim Reaſon altogether, and claſs: them- 
{elves with the inferior brutal Creation. Thus, 
for Inſtarice, if a Revelation pretending to 
Divine Authority, ſhould be as apparently 
unworthy of God, as that two and threemake 
ve; or even tho' it ſhould not be ſo clear, I 
don t ſay the Church! is blindly and implicitely 
to receive it; very far from it, I abhore the 
Thought of ſuch a Thing, as much as any 
Man can do: But this is what I have been all 
along arguing for, That, conſidering how 
Things were circumſtantiated, it was ſimply 

| impoſbble that That could ever be the Caſe; 
- becauſe the Prophets were as certain, That the 
| Revelations they had, were from God, as they 
were of their own Exiftance, or of any Thing 
in the World; and they knew, that it was 
abſolutely impoſſible for God, a Being of in- 
finite Wiſdom and Goodneſs, to give 'any | 
Thing that wascruel, unjuſt or unfit. So that | 
I do not argue, that the Church was to receive | 
Things contrary to Reaſon; but that knowing 
they were from God, they were as ſure they * 
4 


were fit to be e as they were that God 
we = Way 
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Goodneſs and Equity ON - ſv 11 there 
_ might be. Caſes where ey coul 19 not 1: 0 


ly diſeern it; N 7 belides, T ant ſure. it v 
"op certain, a ch woe becoming 


Mankind by a This ; Faith 7 he Lord. of Feſt, 


y of. 1 kb D. to FR. bis Will to 


| * high and lofty One who inhabteth Fler 


nity, than poor and mean like to ſubmit 3 
2 imperſect Reaſon of that crawling. Earth 


1 Worm Man, and ſtand a Pannel at his Bar, 


or ſneakingly to cringe to the Church, to haye 
bis Reyelations paſs'd: for genume. Every 
Thing Bed has reyeald. in his Word, is moſt 
fit, juf and reaſonable, altogether worthy of 


that Goodneſs, Equity, and Wiſdom innig 


that gave it, tho' he has not put i it in the Re- 


verence of any Man's Reaſon, nor been obli- 


ged to the Church for having jt paſs” d; for, had 
it been ſo, (to ſay nothing more, how unequal 
ſhe bad been for-the Work). it. would have 
been to be feared, that a corrupt | Church r might 
have come to make Uſe of her Preroę ative, 85 
play ſome hacus Pocus Tricks, for bring ging in 
Advantage to herſelf, of which the ( Church * 
Rome i is a woeful Inſtance, 2 

AND theſe may be e of the 2 MN 


why God put his Revelations out of the Mer- 


ey of the Church, or of an Man whatſoever, 
and not becauſe they were unfit, unjuſt, or 
unreaſonable, i 
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Ap to put it further out of the Power of 
Any Man's fixing upon me what I would ut- 
Tterly abhor and deteſt, as tho it could be my 
Opinion, that a Man, in order to qualify him- 
Lelf for a Prophet, was to diſcard and lay aſide 
"Reaſon So far on the contrary, I maintain, 
that a Prophet was under the ſtricteſt Obliga- 
tion imaginable, to conſider; well, whether in 
receiving a Revelation, he was under the Con- 
duct and Influence of Reaſon, atid not ſubject 
to a * Hypochonaria, or labour'd. under the 
FParoxyſms of a * Hyſteric Paſſion: For, when 
Syſtem, as theſe Diſtempers introduce, what 
Atrange Whims and Extravagancies is a Man 
Auſceptible of? And is there any Thing ſo re- 


oy 


diculeus, which he may not he. guilty of in 
Juch a, Condition? Ones being a Glaſs Bottle 
or a King, is nothing for a Man in ſuch a Cafe 
to imagine; Wherefore a Prophet was careful- 
y to diſhinguiſh, as an indiſpenſible Duty in- 
cumbent upon him as a rational Creature, far 
more as one that was to act in ſuch an impor- 


* 
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tant Character: Knd if he would not do it, 
can we doubt but that the Church would baye 
done it for him, and rejected his pretended Re- 


Telations, 1255 Ravings of Huthuſtiaſm, or the 
form their Functiens; ſo that he was to conſi- 
ra e e 
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der whether be was. emily comp of Reaſon. 
it being peculiar to the 85 rit 15 od, ko app 
himſelf to the Reaſon of his Orzales; in "apply; 
{calm and. Terene Manner, leaving them 
the fulleſt and moſt perfe& Poſſeſſion of all 
55 Faculties, whereby they were capatitate | 
to judge of, and diſcern the Finger of God in 


the Matter, by ſomething ſupernatural, ex. | 


ternal or internal, or by any other Peculiatis” 
2 ty, whereby | Gd mi ght make himſelf Knows, 
in Contradiſtinction and Oppoſit tion to the wild 
and diſtracted Rovings of a Pyt honiſſa, ot $i" 


bylline, or any other dæmoniac Oracle, bo 


ſuffer'd violent Perturbations in the Machine, 
le much reſembling the Convulſions of att 
| 2 5% had all the Symptoms of a Mania or. 
hrenſy about them, and of a Perſon entirely. 
bereft of all Reaſon and Judgment; and fur- 
ther than this, Reaſon is not concern] in the 
Matter of Revelation, according to tiiy ſudg- 
ment, which ſhall continue to be ſo, till bets 
ter Arguments be addue'd, than bas 0 en, ta 
rove the contrary, | 75 . ,t ae 
AN p now, to give all Saricfaich poſſible; K 
thall ſuppoſe the Matter of Revelation to Hare 
been at moſt but probable, which T am by u 
Means obliged to do, ſeeing Thave ſhewn 4 


bove, at Nabe Length, That if the Perlon, £4 


ceiving the Refyclation had been any ways in 
the Dark about it; and not abſblutdy certait 
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Bur i in Hazard of miſtaking, by making the 
oſt 
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16k Thin: in b about. the Fitneß of 
the Thing, or by any other Way, ſuch 4 Mie 
ſtake would infallibly evacuate the Deſign of 

= a Revelation, which is abſurd to ſuppoſe 8014 
eßer be the Caſe: For God, whio acts conſo- 
nantly. to infinite Wiſdom and Power, and will 
not ſuffer himfelf to be baffled in his Aims, we 
may be ſure would not fail to remedy ſo great. 
an Evil, by making the Perſom he communi- 
cated his Mind to as certain of the Authority 
ok his Revelation, as he could be- of his o 
Exiſtence, e of any Thing in the World; vet, 
Wl v for the f more Satisfaction, I ſhall, for once, 
forego this, and ſuppoſe the Perſon inſpit'd not 

o certain, but the Things at moſt but proba- 
x 1955 yet would not there be ſufficient Ground 
5 for rejecting a Revelation as ſpurious, upon the 
+ -Zecount of the Contents: of it appearing unrea- 
fable, provided there could be any good 

" Tyobabi ity broüght to prove that it came from 
'* God; far leſs could it be rejected, if #bſblute 
\. Certaitty were in the Gaſc, as really it was, 
and, which I have offer d ſome few: Things 4. 
bove to prove; and ſince the Reaſon of this 
cannot be better giyen than as it has been 
done alteady by a very leartrd and * worthy ; 
Author, 1 ſhall give it in his own Words. 
bs 5. of muſt be in Caſes: where, we certainly ; 
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re can be any; -or ths 28 a Pretence of 
againſt Revelation upon this Score 
lity will not do in this Caſe; nor prove reaſo- 
nable Ground of Prejudice againft a well eſta- 
bliſned Reyelation; but every Thing rightly- 
ceulated, the greateſt Probability will ly on 
the Side of Revelation, becauſe it muſt appear 
more probable to human Reaſon, that the De- | 
charations of a well grounded Revelation are 
ttue, than what appears probable in virtue of 


the Principles of human Reaſon, becauſe chere Zo 


is far greater Certainty or Groutids of Aequi- 
_ eſcence in the Declarations of G od,” than in | 
the Declarations of human'Reaſ6h ;* the: Mat- 
_ tervat laſt reſolving itſelf, and turning: upon 
this clear and unconteſtable "Principle, That 7 
God cannot err in his Declarations; but that 
human Reaſon may err in its Dectirarions wo. 
DiRates: So that, if the Arguments brought ' 
to confirm a Revelation, do make the Neve 
lation appear probable” to human Reaſon, let 
the Contents of that Revelation bear a Contra- 
dic ion to ſome probable” Dictates or Conclu- 
ſons of human * it can be no Prejudice 
to the Revelation, becaùſe human Underſtand- 

Ing is more liable to Error and Miſtake than 
the Divine: Nay further, 1 d0 affirm, if the, 

—_— alledg'd to prove a Revelation divine, 
appear butge 8 probable with the Opi⸗ 
* Ajons and Concluſions uf human Reafon' that 
8 — NC de ft 
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ound of. adhering to the Declacation. of the 
aforclaid ; Revelation, Ul an. thoſe. of Human 
Reaſon; 1 xccording 5 the Principtes of Reaſon; : 
they 15 ty one to be received, an the other 
tds a en Firſt, Becauſe, png. Caſe i is 
ps ſappoſed „ the. Moti ves urg d to eſtaBliſh a Re- 
velatiog, are equally. probable and, clear with _ 
the Dickates and Concluſions of human Reaſon. 
Secaudly,, Here i is this, add tional Weight to, 3 
150 9 Þ needs. turn the 7 0. if 17 970 
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e "This is, Sed ON 
"Tis. true, 70 human, Reak on. as 1 85 FTE 
the divine, the Truth of a divine Revs 1 
being ſuppos d to appear with only the; 111 
Degrees of Probability, as tome Concluſions, 
of natural Reaſon, the ] Mind, in this gaſe, 
muſt He bed in. Suſpence, have juſt ſo much 
to. ſay fox the Revelation as againft it; but it 
0 ene human Reaſon perceives 
the Reyelation grounded upon equal Probabi⸗ 
lity, as. its own Concluſions, Again, human, 
caſon.1 perceives clearly, e God cannot err in his, 
Declarations, but itſelf may, which muſt de- 
termine. unbiaſs' Reaſon to the Side of. Reves 
lation. 25 birdly, It; 18 altogether as c lear, that. 5 
| human Reaſon. 18. better, able to Juc gc. of the 
Arguments brought . to Confirm a divine Re- 
velation, than of. the Philoſophy of Nature, 
Sc. It is Say, in thee Matte ten we Sogn bee 
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| e. geit iber Kaye we. UTR Meins F knows 
much i in this mortal State: But e Re 


0 velation comes from God, we are much more 


capable of Knowing; 4 the Proof requir'd to this 
being much more obvious, depending. upon 
what we ſee, T mean Miraclest and upon other 
Ideas and Principles, « Or Conclufionis of human 
Reaſon, that ate ſel key vident, or of which, at 
"leaſt, we are or may be more certain, more 
clear. and diſtinct in. s that, mould 
Opinions, appesring only probable by the Eye 
of Reaſon, be contradicted by Revelation, 
this would be a mot, ubreaſonableGround: of 
denying, or diſcarding, thats” ot well grounded 
Revelat WL. © : 
TWII I; I hope, be minded; wat k have 
not here pretended to g give (except only en paſ- 
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. for!) the difinguiſhing Chatacteriſtics, rs 
by a Prophet might Fabel himſelf of the Di- 
vinity of his Revelations, or whereby others 
might know thathe was a Prophet ſent of God; 

for this I remit. to others upon that Subjeckß | 
bat” my Province v was only to ſhew, That there 
muſt needs have been” Citeria given both tg 


the Pro het and the Church, for diſtinguiſhing 
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1 in Multiplication and” E Diviſion being entiret.y 


Z 3 5 fit, reaſonable and 12 and are ; 
| Worthy;ofhe Author, which 


Heros Nas falli in their Solutions, am incre- 


= k occus 1 Trade, ſeveral. Shillings Sterl. 
; - » tiſe on 5 
Method, handling all the different Fpecies in 


: 2 Kg? Ht be ladg d in the Hands uf thoſe 


TIEN 0 RA ih Ken, y Rady „ but | m ning & to de- 
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E Ar. WHEREAS alf the ee of : 
1 'Decrar ARITHMETIC have, by treating 

that Spepies call'dlofinite; in a prodegeouſe | 
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gibi Number of Integers, ' beſides the Trab; 
aud which. is worſe, in Accounts that daily 
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- THERE IStobe publiſhed by Pers 4 Treas | 7 
at. Subject, tnritled, ATIEIPEE TA or, - 
*Tur-Docraixt-or IN FINI TEE, After a neu 


a Way ſuitable ro their Nature, hereby there 
is not given ſo much as the leaſi Fraction more 
or leſs than the Truth. "The Rules: eſpectally 


neu, are lard down,with their Reaſons annex'ds 
And, ſuper abundante, for. People s further Sa. 
-tisfattion, Proofs. are added: to the Operations, 


4 1 «dos about 2 Months or leſs 
55 ra July. : 7 f 


